CONFIDENTIAL

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 110™ Congress as Amended

OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT
Review No. 12-8236

The Board of the Office of Congressional Ethics (the “Board”), by a vote of no less than four
members, on August 24, 2012, adopted the following report and ordered it to be transmitted to
the Committee on Ethics of the United States House of Representatives.

SUBJECT: Representative Bill Owens

NATURE OF THE ALLEGED VIOLATIONS: Representative Bill Owens may have accepted
payment of travel expenses for an officially connected trip to Taiwan from an impermissible
source, resulting in an impermissible gift, in violation of federal law and House rules.

Representative Owens may have accepted payment of travel expenses for an officially connected
trip to Taiwan, when that trip was in some part planned, organized, requested, or arranged by
agents of a foreign principal, in violation of House rules.

RECOMMENDATIONS: The OCE Board recommends that the Committee on Ethics further
review the first allegation as there is substantial reason to believe that Representative Owens
accepted payment of travel expenses for an officially connected trip to Taiwan from an
impermissible source, resulting in an impermissible gift, in violation of federal law and House
rules.

The OCE Board recommends that the Committee on Ethics further review the second allegation
as there is substantial reason to believe that Representative Owens accepted payment of travel
expenses for an officially connected trip to Taiwan, when that trip was in some part planned,
organized, requested, or arranged by agents of a foreign principal, in violation of House rules.

VOTES IN THE AFFIRMATIVE: 6
VOTES IN THE NEGATIVE: 0
ABSTENTIONS: 0

MEMBER OF THE BOARD OR STAFF DESIGNATED TO PRESENT THIS REPORT TO
THE COMMITTEE ON ETHICS: Omar S. Ashmawy, Staff Director & Chief Counsel.
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OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

FINDINGS OF FACT AND CITATIONS TO LAW

Review No. 12-8236

On August 24, 2012, the Board of the Office of Congressional Ethics (the “Board”) adopted the
following findings of fact and accompanying citations to law, regulations, rules and standards of
conduct (in italics).

The Board notes that these findings do not constitute a determination of whether or not a
violation actually occurred.

I.  INTRODUCTION

A. Summary of Allegations

1. Representative Bill Owens may have accepted payment of travel expenses for an
officially connected trip to Taiwan from an impermissible source, resulting in an
impermissible gift, in violation of federal law and House rules.

2. Representative Owens may have accepted payment of travel expenses for an officially
connected trip to Taiwan, when that trip was in some part planned, organized, requested,
or arranged by agents of a foreign principal, in violation of House rules.

3. The OCE Board recommends that the Committee on Ethics further review the above
allegations as there is substantial reason to believe that violations of federal law or House
rules occurred.

B. Jurisdictional Statement

4. The allegations that were the subject of this review concern Representative Bill Owens, a
Member of the United States House of Representatives from the 23rd District of New
York. The Resolution the United States House of Representatives adopted creating the
Office of Congressional Ethics directs that, “[n]o review shall be undertaken...by the
board of any alleged violation that occurred before the date of adoption of this
resolution.”® The House adopted this Resolution on March 11, 2008. Because the
conduct under review occurred after March 11, 2008, review by the Board is in
accordance with the Resolution.

1 H. Res 895, 110th Cong. §1(e) (2008) (as amended).



CONFIDENTIAL

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 110™ Congress as Amended

10.

11.

12.

C. Procedural History

The OCE received a written request for preliminary review in this matter signed by at
least two members of the Board on May 23, 2012. The preliminary review commenced
on May 24, 2012.2 The preliminary review was scheduled to end on June 22, 2012.

At least three members of the Board voted to initiate a second-phase review in this matter
on June 22, 2012. The second-phase review commenced on June 23, 2012.% The second-
phase review was scheduled to end on August 6, 2012.

The Board voted to extend second-phase review for an additional period of fourteen days
on July 27, 2012. The additional period was scheduled to end on August 20, 2012.

Pursuant to Rule 9(B) of the OCE Rules for the Conduct of Investigations, Representative
Owens submitted a statement to the OCE Board on August 22, 2012.

The Board voted to refer the matter to the Committee on Ethics for further review and
adopted these findings on August 24, 2012.

The report in this matter was transmitted to the Committee on Ethics on August 30, 2012.

D. Summary of Investigative Activity

The OCE requested and received documentary and, in some cases, testimonial
information from the following sources:

(1) Representative Bill Owens;

(2) Representative Owens’ Chief of Staff;

(3) Representative Owens’ Senior Legislative Assistant;
(4) Park Strategies, LLC;

(5) China Airlines, Ltd.; and

(6) The Regent Taipei Hotel.

The following individuals or entities declined to provide documentary or testimonial
information in response to Requests for Information and were determined to be non-
cooperating witnesses:

(1) Chinese Culture University;

2 A preliminary review is “requested” in writing by members of the Board of the OCE. The request for a
preliminary review is “received” by the OCE on a date certain. According to the Resolution, the timeframe for
conducting a preliminary review is thirty days from the date of receipt of the Board’s request.

# According to the Resolution, the Board must vote on whether to conduct a second-phase review in a matter before
the expiration of the thirty-day preliminary review. If the Board votes for a second-phase, the second-phase begins
when the preliminary review ends. The second-phase review does not begin on the date of the Board vote.
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(2) Former Senator Alfonse D’ Amato, Founder and Managing Director, Park
Strategies, LLC;

(3) Sean King, Senior Vice President, Park Strategies, LLC; and
(4) John Zagame, Vice President, Park Strategies, LLC.

13. The OCE also requested documentary and testimonial evidence from the Taipei
Economic and Cultural Representative Office in the United States (“TECRO”). TECRO
declined to provide documents or to make officials available for interviews.

REPRESENTATIVE OWENS ACCEPTED PAYMENT OF TRAVEL EXPENSES
FOR AN OFFICIALLY CONNECTED TRIP TO TAIWAN FROM AN
IMPERMISSIBLE SOURCE, RESULTING IN AN IMPERMISSIBLE GIFT, IN
VIOLATION OF FEDERAL LAW AND HOUSE RULES

A. Laws, Regulations, Rules, and Standards of Conduct

14. Travel Paid for by a Foreign Government

(1) United States Constitution, Article I, Section 9, Clause 8

“No title of nobility shall be granted by the United States: and no person holding
any office of profit or trust under them, shall, without the consent of the Congress,
accept of any present, emolument, office, or title, of any kind whatever, from any
king, prince, or foreign state.”

(2) Mutual Educational and Cultural Exchange Act

““Congress consents to the acceptance by a Federal employee of grants and other
forms of assistance provided by a foreign government to facilitate the
participation of such Federal employee in a cultural exchange...but the Congress
does not consent to the acceptance by any Federal employee of any portion of any
such grant or other form of assistance which provides assistance with respect to
any expenses incurred by or for any member of the family or household of such
Federal employee.”

(3) House Ethics Manual

“[T]he Constitution prohibits federal government officials from accepting any gift
from a foreign government without the consent of Congress, and Congress has
consented to the acceptance of certain gifts from foreign governments — including
travel in limited circumstances — in two enactments: the Foreign Gifts and
Decorations Act (‘FGDA’) and the Mutual Educational and Cultural Exchange

422 U.S.C. § 2458a(a)(1). For purposes of this provision, “Federal employee” is defined to include Members of
Congress. See id. at § 2458a(a)(2).
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Act ("MECEA’). A Member, officer, or employee may accept travel expenses from
a unit of foreign government only under one of these two statutory grants of
authority.””

“Under MECEA...the traveling Member or employee may not accept travel
expenses for a spouse or family member.”®

15. Permissible Sources of Expenses for Officially Connected Travel

(1) House Rule 25, clause 5(b)(1)(A)

“A reimbursement (including payment in kind) to a Member...for necessary
transportation, lodging, and related expenses for travel to a meeting, speaking
engagement, factfinding trip, or similar event in connection with the duties of
such individual as an officeholder shall be considered as a reimbursement to the
House and not a gift prohibited by this clause when it is from a private source
other than a registered lobbyist or agent of a foreign principal or a private entity
that retains or employs registered lobbyists or agents of a foreign principal
(except as provided in subdivision (C)), if the Member...

(i) discloses the expenses reimbursed or to be reimbursed and the
authorization to the Clerk within 15 days after the travel is completed.”

(2) House Rule 25, clause 5(b)(1)(C)

“A reimbursement (including payment in kind) to a Member...for any purpose
described in subdivision (A) also shall be considered as a reimbursement to the
House and not a gift prohibited by this clause (without regard to whether the
source retains or employs registered lobbyists or agents of a foreign principal) if
it is, under regulations prescribed by the Committee on Ethics to implement this
provision —

(i) directly from an institution of higher education within the meaning of
section 101 of the Higher Education Act of 1965; or

(i) provided only for attendance at or participation in a one-day event
(exclusive of travel time and an overnight stay).

(3) House Ethics Manual
“The rule requires that a private entity (or entities) that pays for officially-

connected travel will organize and conduct the trip, rather than merely pay for a
trip that is in fact organized and conducted by another entity.”’

® House Ethics Manual (2008) 108 (citations omitted).
®Id. at 110 (citation omitted; emphasis in original).
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16.

17.

18.

19.

(4) House Travel Guidelines and Regulations

“Expenses may only be accepted from an entity or entities that have a significant
role in organizing and conducting a trip, and that also have a clear and defined
organizational interest in the purpose of the trip or location being visited.
Expenses may not be accepted from a source that has merely donated monetary
or in-kind support to the trip but does not have a significant role in organizing or
conducting the trip.””

(5) Committee on Standards of Official Conduct Report on the Investigation into
Officially Connected Travel of House Members to Attend the Carib News
Foundation Multi-National Business Conference in 2007 and 2008

“To be permissible, a private source must both organize and conduct the trip,
rather than merely pay for a trip that is in fact organized and conducted by
someone else.””

B. Representative Owens Could Not Have Accepted Payment of Travel Expenses
for His Trip to Taiwan from Either the Government of Taiwan or the Chinese
Culture University

From December 27, 2011 to January 1, 2012, Representative Bill Owens and his wife
visited Taiwan for an officially connected fact-finding trip.*

According to the travel disclosure forms that Representative Owens filed with the
Committee on Ethics, the sponsor of the trip was the Chinese Culture University,*! an
educational institution founded in 1962, located in Taipei, Taiwan."?

While the Chinese Culture University was identified as the sole sponsor of
Representative Owens’ trip, information obtained by the OCE during the course of its
review indicates that the trip was actually organized, conducted, and initially paid for by
the government of Taiwan.

The government of Taiwan may have been reimbursed for the cost of Representative
Owens’ trip by the Chinese Culture University.*

" House Ethics Manual 98.

& Memorandum to All Members, Officers, and Employees from the Committee on Standards of Official Conduct,
“Travel Guidelines and Regulations,” at 3 (February 20, 2007).

° Comm. on Standards of Official Conduct, In the Matter of the Investigation into Officially Connected Travel of
House Members to Attend the Carib News Foundation Multi-National Business Conference in 2007 and 2008, H.
Rep. 111-422, 111th Cong., 2d Sess., at 157 (2010) (citations omitted) (“Carib News Report™).

19 See Rep. Bill Owens’ Post-Travel Disclosure Forms, filed January 12, 2012 (“Travel Disclosure Forms”) (Exhibit
1); Memorandum of Interview of Rep. Bill Owens, August 17, 2012 (“Rep. Owens MOI”) (Exhibit 2).

! Travel Disclosure Forms (Exhibit 1 at 12-8236_0004).

12 Chinese Culture University Educational Ideals and Characteristics, http://www.pccu.edu.tw/intl/index-e.htm.
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1. The government of Taiwan was not a permissible sponsor of Representative
Owens’ trip to Taiwan, as the Mutual Educational and Cultural Exchange Act
(“MECEA”) did not apply to his trip

20. The initial invitation to visit Taiwan came from the government of Taiwan directly or
through its agent, Park Strategies, LLC.

(1) According to Representative Owens, the suggestion that he visit Taiwan came
from representatives of the Taiwan government during an introductory meeting
that Representative Owens attended in July 2011.*

(2) Representative Owens’ Senior Legislative Assistant told the OCE that the idea for
a Taiwan trip originated with Sean King, Senior Vice President at Park Strategies,
LLC, on behalf of the firm’s client, the Taipei Economic and Cultural
Representative Office in the United States (“TECRO”).*

(3) Park Strategies, LLC is a lobbying firm founded in 1999 by former United States
Senator Alfonse M. D’Amato, and is a registered foreign agent for TECRO.®

(4) TECRO is the government of Taiwan’s principal representative in the United
States, serving as Taiwan’s de facto embassy."’

(5) Park Strategies’ Foreign Agents Registration Act (“FARA”) report indicates that
Sean King had an initial telephone conversation with the Senior Legislative
Assistant on August 17, 2011, regarding “Taiwan travel.”*® Mr. King had an
additional four contacts with the Senior Legislative Assistant regarding “Taiwan
travel” between August 22 and September 7, 2011.%

(6) Mr. King also had two contacts with Representative Owens’ Chief of Staff
regarding “Taiwan travel,” on August 19 and 22, 2011.%°

3 The OCE was unable to confirm whether the Chinese Culture University did, in fact, reimburse the government of
Taiwan for Representative Owens’ and his wife’s travel expenses or, if it did so, when that reimbursement was
made. Even if the Chinese Culture University made such a reimbursement, it is not clear whether Representative
Owens could have accepted a gift of travel that was initially paid for by an impermissible source. In the context of
gifts paid for by state and local governments, the House Ethics Manual provides that “Members and staff may not
accept, under this provision, a meal or other gift that is paid for by an outside consultant or lobbyist for a
government agency — even though the cost of the gift will ultimately be reimbursed by the government.” House
Ethics Manual 56 (emphasis in original).

! Rep. Owens MOI (Exhibit 2 at 12-8236_0020).

> Memorandum of Interview of Senior Legislative Assistant, Office of Rep. Bill Owens, August 9, 2012 (“Senior
Legislative Assistant MOI”) (Exhibit 3 at 12-8236_0026).

18 Mission of Park Strategies, LLC, http://www.parkstrategies.com; Foreign Agents Registration Act Supplemental
Statement, filed by Park Strategies, LLC on March 1, 2012 (“Park Strategies FARA Report”) (Exhibit 4 at 12-
8236_0034).

7 About TECRO, http://www.taiwanembassy.org/us.

18 park Strategies FARA Report (Exhibit 4 at 12-8236_0042).

91d. at 12-8236_0042-0043.

2 |d. at 12-8236_0042; Memorandum of Interview of Chief of Staff, Office of Rep. Bill Owens, August 9, 2012
(“Chief of Staff MOI”) (Exhibit 5 at 12-8236_0063).
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(7) According to the Senior Legislative Assistant, the identity of the trip sponsor was
not specifically discussed with Mr. King during their initial conversations, but he
assumed that the government of Taiwan or TECRO would be the sponsor, as he
understood that TECRO was a client of Park Strategies.”

21. Representative Owens’ trip was initially to be organized and paid for by the government
of Taiwan under the Mutual Educational and Cultural Exchange Act (“MECEA”).?2 On
October 31, 2011, Representative Owens’ Senior Legislative Assistant emailed Mr. King,
asking whether Representative Owens’ trip to Taiwan “would be covered under the
Mutual Education and Cultural Exchange Act (MECA [sic]), right?”* Mr. King replied,
“YES, it would be.”*

22. This understanding changed when it became apparent that Representative Owens’ wife
could not travel with him as part of a MECEA trip.%

(1) In early November 2011, Representative Owens or his Chief of Staff asked the
Senior Legislative Assistant to consult with the House Ethics Committee staff to
see if a friend and business associate could pay for his wife’s travel expenses.?

(2) On November 10, 2011, the Senior Legislative Assistant emailed Representative
Owens and the Chief of Staff to report on the conversation he had with Ethics
Committee staff.?’

(3) Representative Owens told the OCE that, after the consultation with the Ethics
Committee, he decided this was not a good option and did not pursue it.”2

(4) According to Representative Owens’ Senior Legislative Assistant, at some point
there were discussions about whether the trip could be conducted under MECEA,
and it was at this point that the idea of a private sponsor was raised.” The Senior

2! Senior Legislative Assistant MOI (Exhibit 3 at 12-8236_0026).

22 Representative Owens could accept travel expenses from the government of Taiwan only under one of two grants
of authority: the Foreign Gift and Decorations Act (“FGDA”) or the Mutual Educational and Cultural Exchange Act
(“MECEA”). House Ethics Manual 108. Under the FGDA, travel paid for by a foreign government must take place
totally outside the United States and therefore did not apply to Representative Owens’ travel to Taiwan, which
originated in the United States. Id. at 109.

22 Email from Senior Legislative Assistant to Sean King, October 31, 2011 (Exhibit 6 at 12-8236_0067).

* Email from Sean King to Senior Legislative Assistant, October 31, 2011 (Exhibit 6 at 12-8236_0066).
 According to the House Ethics Manual, “Members...may accept travel expenses from a foreign government in
order to participate in an approved MECEA program.... Under MECEA, however, the traveling Member...may not
accept travel expenses for a spouse or family member. All travel expenses in a MECEA trip are to be paid by the
sponsoring foreign government, and none of the trip expenses may be paid by any private source.” House Ethics
Manual 110 (citations omitted; emphasis in original).

%6 Rep. Owens MOI (Exhibit 2 at 12-8236_0021); Senior Legislative Assistant MOI (Exhibit 3 at 12-8236_0026-
0027).

2" Email from Senior Legislative Assistant to Rep. Owens and Chief of Staff, November 10, 2011 (Exhibit 7 at 12-
8236_0070).

%8 Rep. Owens MOI (Exhibit 2 at 12-8236_0021).

2 Senior Legislative Assistant MOI (Exhibit 3 at 12-8236_0027).
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Legislative Assistant had conversations with Mr. King and TECRO officials
about a private sponsor for the trip.*

(5) In his interview with the OCE, the Senior Legislative Assistant described this
period as a “transition” from a “MECEA trip” to a “private sponsor trip.”*!

23. Because Representative Owens’ wife did travel with him to Taiwan, the trip could not be
conducted under MECEA. Representative Owens therefore could not have accepted
payment of travel expenses from the government of Taiwan.

2. Because Representative Owens’ trip to Taiwan was organized, conducted, and
initially paid for by the government of Taiwan, the Chinese Culture University
was not a permissible sponsor of the trip

24. When it became clear that the trip could not be organized under MECEA, TECRO
officials sought to identify a private entity to serve as the “private sponsor” of
Representative and Mrs. Owens’ trip.

(1) On November 22, 2011, TECRO official Li-Cheh Cheng emailed Representative
Owens’ Senior Legislative Assistant, writing, “I need your kind help here in order
to find a private sponsor in the coming days!”"*

(2) The Senior Legislative Assistant told the OCE that he was under the impression
that “this had been done before” — that is, that a private sponsor had previously
“stepped in” when it was not possible to conduct a trip under MECEA.*

25. Representative Owens’ travel arrangements and itinerary were planned and organized by
TECRO officials before a private sponsor was identified.

(1) Representative Owens’ Senior Legislative Assistant told the OCE that he worked
with Frank Lee, director of TECRO’s Congressional Liaison Division, and Li-
Cheh Cheng, an officer with TECRQO’s Congressional Liaison Division, to plan
Representative Owens’ travel arrangements and trip itinerary.*

(2) On November 15, 2011, Representative Owens’ Senior Legislative Assistant
emailed Sean King, saying that he “spoke with Benson® yesterday but I’ll direct
my followup q’s to Frank [Lee].”*® As noted above, Mr. Lee is Director of
TECRO’s Congressional Liaison Division. The Senior Legislative Assistant told

%0d.

%1 |d. at 12-8236_0028.

%2 Email from Li-Cheh Cheng, Officer, TECRO Congressional Liaison Division, to Senior Legislative Assistant,
November 22, 2011 (Exhibit 8 at 12-8236_0072).

* Senior Legislative Assistant MOI (Exhibit 3 at 12-8236_0028).

* |d. at 12-8236_0027.

% «Benson” appears to refer to Benson Huang, another TECRO official. See Senior Legislative Assistant MOI
(Exhibit 3 at 12-8236_0025).

% Email from Senior Legislative Assistant to Sean King, Park Strategies, November 15, 2011 (Exhibit 9 at 12-
8236_0074).
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the OCE that, at this time, he was frequently speaking with TECRO officials
about the trip planning.*’

(3) On November 21, 2011, the Senior Legislative Assistant emailed Mr. King to
inform him of the dates for Representative Owens’ trip, adding, “I’ll reach out to
Mr. Frank Lee about the details but wanted to let you know. Thanks!”®

(4) On November 22, 2011, the same day that TECRO official Li-Cheh Cheng asked
the Senior Legislative Assistant for help in finding a private sponsor for
Representative Owens’ trip, the Senior Legislative Assistant met with TECRO
officials to discuss travel logistics and a draft trip itinerary.*

(5) After the meeting, the Senior Legislative Assistant emailed Representative Owens
and the Chief of Staff, informing them of the status of trip planning: “Just sat
down with the folks from the Embassy to do a rough outline of the trip....”*°

(6) The Senior Legislative Assistant told the OCE that he does not believe he knew
the identity of any private sponsor for Representative Owens’ trip at the time of
this planning meeting.**

(7) On November 28, 2011, the Senior Legislative Assistant emailed Mr. King a
status report on the trip planning: “I think the Embassy has what they need from
us so far, but I’ll let you know when | know more.”*

26. The Chinese Culture University invited Representative Owens to visit Taiwan by letter
dated November 29, 2011.%

27. Despite the invitation by the Chinese Culture University, Representative and Mrs.
Owens’ travel arrangements and itinerary continued to be planned and organized by
Taiwanese government officials.

(1) On December 5, 2011, TECRO official Li-Cheh Cheng emailed the Senior
Legislative Assistant to provide “the air itinerary for Congressman Owens & wife
to Taiwan trip. Please get me their Air Canada and Delta Airlines (partnered with
China Airlines) frequent flier numbers to earn miles.”**

%" Senior Legislative Assist MOI (Exhibit 3 at 12-8236_0027).

%8 Email from Senior Legislative Assistant to Sean King, Park Strategies, November 21, 2011 (Exhibit 10 at 12-
8236_0076).

* Senior Legislative Assistant MOI (Exhibit 3 at 12-8236_0028).

“0 Email from Senior Legislative Assistant to Rep. Owens and Chief of Staff, November 22, 2011 (Exhibit 11 at 12-
8236_0078).

* Senior Legislative Assistant MOI (Exhibit 3 at 12-8236_0028).

2 Email from Senior Legislative Assistant to Sean King, Park Strategies, November 28, 2011 (Exhibit 12 at 12-
8236_0080).

%% etter from Wannyih Wu, President, Chinese Culture University, to Rep. Bill Owens, November 29, 2011
(Exhibit 1 at 12-8236_0010).

* Email from Li-Cheh Cheng, Officer, TECRO Congressional Liaison Division, to Senior Legislative Assistant,
December 5, 2011 (Exhibit 13 at 12-8236_0083).
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(2) On December 6, 2011, TECRO official Li-Cheh Cheng emailed the Senior
Legislative Assistant, advising that she had “sent a cable back to Taipei yesterday,
and my colleagues should start putting up this program already. Usually it will
take them sometime to confirm all the meeting times and meeting officials, and |
will surely let you know about the set program as soon as they cable back.”*

(3) On December 14, 2011, TECRO official Li-Cheh Cheng emailed the Senior
Legislative Assistant: “Also | am preparing the potential meeting for President
Ma and Congressman, | will let you know if | need anything from you. Currently
we have not heard back from Taipei on the official programs, I think they are
trying to figure out President’s, Minister’s schedules. 1 will keep you posted.”*

(4) On December 19, 2011, TECRO official Li-Cheh Cheng emailed the Senior
Legislative Assistant: “I did call MOFA [Ministry of Foreign Affairs] Taiwan
last night and tell them to send me the schedules. My colleague said everything is
set up, but my bosses are reviewing the whole itinerary—they value
Congressman’s visit very highly. 1 will call Taipei tonight and see if they can
expedite.”*

(5) On December 20, 2011, TECRO official Li-Cheh Cheng emailed an itinerary for
Representative Owens’ trip to the Senior Legislative Assistant.*®

(6) The Senior Legislative Assistant told the OCE that the itinerary for
Representative Owens’ trip was prepared by TECRO officials, with input from
Rep. Owens’ office.*

28. Representative Owens’ congressional staff continued to direct questions about
Representative Owens’ trip to TECRO officials, rather than officials at the Chinese
Culture University.

(1) On December 6, 2011, Representative Owens’ Senior Legislative Assistant
emailed TECRO official Li-Cheh Cheng regarding the “Private Sponsor Travel
Form,” writing, “it just occurred to me looking at these forms that we’ll need an

** Email from Li-Cheh Cheng, Officer, TECRO Congressional Liaison Division, to Senior Legislative Assistant,
December 6, 2011 (Exhibit 14 at 12-8236_0085).

%6 Email from Li-Cheh Cheng, Officer, TECRO Congressional Liaison Division, to Senior Legislative Assistant,
December 14, 2011 (Exhibit 15 at 12-8236_0088).

" Email from Li-Cheh Cheng, Officer, TECRO Congressional Liaison Division, to Senior Legislative Assistant,
December 19, 2011 (Exhibit 16 at 12-8236_0095).

“8 Email from Li-Cheh Cheng, Officer, TECRO Congressional Liaison Division, to Senior Legislative Assistant,
December 20, 2011 (Exhibit 16 at 12-8236_0090). Also on December 20, 2011, Ms. Cheng felt the need to remind
the Senior Legislative Assistant of the identity of the trip sponsor: “Also the host of this trip is Chinese Culture
University—just a kind reminder.” Email from Li-Cheh Cheng, Officer, TECRO Congressional Liaison Division,
to Senior Legislative Assistant, December 20, 2011 (Exhibit 16 at 12-8236_0090).

* Senior Legislative Assistant MOI (Exhibit 3 at 12-8236_0028).
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updated form to reflect that the Congressman is departing from Montreal instead

of New York City....”

(2) On December 19, 2011, the Senior Legislative Assistant emailed Ms. Cheng
asking for a “complete itinerary with times for what the Congressman is doing”
for submission to the Committee on Ethics.>* He added: “I believe the
Congressman is going to try and fit 2 meetings into that final day separate from
the schedule you all put together for him....”*

29. The Taiwan government had a significant role during Representative Owens’ trip.

(1) Representative Owens told the OCE that a representative of the Taiwanese
government met his wife and him at the airport upon arrival in Taiwan, and that
this representative accompanied them throughout their trip.>

(2) According to Representative Owens’ itinerary, he met with several Taiwan
government officials, including the President of Taiwan, the Vice Minister of

National Defense, the Foreign Minister, and a member of the Taiwan legislature.>

30. Information obtained by the OCE during the course of its review indicates that the

government of Taiwan, in addition to organizing and conducting Representative Owens’

trip, initially paid Representative Owens’ travel expenses.>

(1) According to a witness with knowledge of Representative Owens’ flight

arrangements, the Taiwan Ministry of Foreign Affairs paid China Airlines for the

airfare for Representative Owens and his wife.>®

(2) According to a representative of the Regent Taipei Hotel, Representative Owens’

room payment was settled by the Taiwan Ministry of Foreign Affairs.”’

% Email from Senior Legislative Assistant to Li-Cheh Cheng, Officer, TECRO Congressional Liaison Division,
December 6, 2011 (Exhibit 14 at 12-8236_0085-0086).
> Email from Senior Legislative Assistant to Li-Cheh Cheng, Officer, TECRO Congressional Liaison Division,
5Dzecember 19, 2011 (Exhibit 16 at 12-8236_0095).

Id.
>3 Rep. Owens MOI (Exhibit 2 at 12-8236_0022).
> Tentative Itinerary of the visit by Hon. William Lewis “Bill” Owens and Mrs. Owens to the Republic of China
(Taiwan), December 28-31, 2011, submitted with Rep. Owens Travel Disclosure Filings (Exhibit 1 at 12-
8236_0012-0015).

% As noted above, see supra notes 22 & 25, given the circumstances of Representative Owens’ trip, the government

of Taiwan could not have been a permissible source of payment for travel expenses.

% Memorandum of Interview of Witness with Knowledge of Rep. Owens’ Air Travel, August 15, 2012 (Exhibit 17

at 12-8236_0098).
*" Email from Karen Chu, Regent Taipei Hotel, to OCE Investigative Counsel, July 12, 2012 (Exhibit 18 at 12-

8236_0102). Unprompted by the OCE, the Hotel representative provided a supplemental response: “After checking

my data, kindly correct that Mr Owens invited by Chinese Culture University but not the Ministry of Foreign

Affair.... Ministry of Foreign Affair settle the payment with us first but | think that Chinese Culture University settle
with Ministry of Foreign Affair later.” Email from Karen Chu, Regent Taipei Hotel, to OCE Investigative Counsel,

July 13, 2012 (Exhibit 19 at 12-8236_00101). When asked for the source of this additional information, the hotel
representative informed the OCE:
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(3) Representative Owens and members of his congressional staff had several
indications that the Taiwan government was paying his travel expenses. For
example, prior to departing for Taiwan, Representative Owens received a
memorandum from TECRO officials which advised: *“Please remember to keep
your boarding passes for all domestic and international flights and return them
to TECRO. We need to have those passes for accounting purpose and truly
appreciate your cooperation.”® Representative Owens told the OCE that he did
not focus on this instruction to keep his boarding passes, nor did he keep them.>®
The Senior Legislative Assistant also told the OCE that while he did read this
document, he did not focus on this statement.”

(4) In addition, on December 5, 2011, a China Airlines representative emailed
Representative Owens’ Senior Legislative Assistant, with a copy to TECRO
official Li-Cheh Cheng, informing him of the price for the airline tickets: “The
price that we will send invoice to TECRO is approximately USD$8655 + tax
$357.30 = USD$9011.80....”°" The Senior Legislative Assistant did not recall
focusing on the reference to TECRO when he received this email.®?

(5) While TECRO declined to provide any documents or make available any
witnesses in response to the OCE’s Request for Information, TECRO represented
to the OCE, through counsel, that the Ministry of Foreign Affairs was reimbursed
by the Chinese Culture University for all costs associated with Representative
Owens’ trip.

(6) The Chinese Culture University also declined to provide documents or make
available witnesses in response to the OCE’s Request for Information. The OCE
was therefore unable to confirm whether the Chinese Culture University did, in
fact, pay for Representative Owens’ and his wife’s travel expenses, or when such
payment was made.

| just remembered some conversation they asked while made the booking last year. Ministry of
Foreign Affairs talked about Chinese Culture University while made the reservation and | guess
you might wish to know this information. They advised us to charge the official special rate
which we provide to Ministry of Foreign Affairs first and | do not know how did they finalize the
payment later. They advised me through the phone calls and there is no certain data to review. |
am not sure who should | contact from them on this matter but | suggest you can contact the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs for the further information.

Email from Karen Chu, Regent Taipei Hotel, to OCE Investigative Counsel, July 16, 2012 (Exhibit 18 at 12-
8236_0100).

%8 “Memo: The visit of Rep. and Mrs. Bill Owens to the Republic of China (Taiwan) (December 28 to 31, 2011)”
(emphasis in original) (Exhibit 19 at 12-8236_0105).

*° Rep. Owens MOI (Exhibit 2 at 12-8236_0022).

% Senior Legislative Assistant MOI (Exhibit 3 at 12-8236_0029).

¢ Email from Ken Chong, China Airlines, to Senior Legislative Assistant, copy to Li-Cheh Cheng, TECRO,
December 5, 2011 (Exhibit 13 at 12-8236_0083).

%2 Senior Legislative Assistant MOI (Exhibit 3 at 12_8236_0028).
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(7) Representative Owens told the OCE that the first time he learned that the Taiwan
government paid for his travel expenses, but was later reimbursed by the Chinese
Culture University, was when TECRO officials requested a meeting and met with
members of his staff in May 2012, after press reports about the trip appeared.®®

31. Representative Owens had no interaction with the Chinese Culture University prior to
meeting with University officials in Taiwan.** Neither Representative Owens’ Senior
Legislative Assistant nor his Chief of Staff had any interactions with the University.*®

32. Representative Owens’ interactions with the Chinese Culture University during his trip
were limited.

(1) Representative Owens and his wife attended a dinner hosted by Chinese Culture
University officials, including the president and the chairman of the board of the
University, and two University deans.®

(2) One University dean attended the dinner hosted by the Taiwan Ministry of
Foreign Affairs.” During this dinner, Representative Owens thanked the Chinese
Culture University for hosting his trip.®®

33. While the Chinese Culture University declined to cooperate with the OCE’s review, it did
provide the OCE with a letter in response to the OCE’s Request for Information, in which
it stated: “[W]e do regularly sponsor important leaders from the United States to visit
Taiwan such as Representative and Mrs. Owens’ trip last year, which we believe is in
accordance with U.S. House ethics rules related to private sponsorship.”®

34. The University further stated that, “[i]n view of Mr. Owens’ important status as a
member of U.S. Congress and the lack of staff of this university stationed in the United
States, the program for Representative Owens’ visit to Taiwan was coordinated through
the kind assistance of Taiwan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Taipei Economic and
Cultural Representative Office in the United States.”"

35. As noted above, the Chinese Culture University declined to provide documentary or
testimonial evidence in response to the OCE’s Request for Information. Pursuant to Rule
6 of the OCE Rules for the Conduct of Investigations, the OCE draws a negative
inference from the University’s refusal to cooperate. The OCE infers that the information

% Rep. Owens MOI (Exhibit 2 at 12-8236_0023).

® |d. at 12-8236_0021.

% Senior Legislative Assistant MOI (Exhibit 3 at 12-8236_0025); Chief of Staff MOI (Exhibit 5 at 12-8236_0062).
zj Rep. Owens MOI (Exhibit 2 at 12-8236_0022).

“ 14

8 Letter from Chiungli Kuo, Director of PR Office, Chinese Culture University, to OCE Staff Director and Chief
Counsel (June 30, 2012) (Exhibit 20 at 12_8236_0110).

|d. The OCE attempted to follow-up with the Chinese Culture University after receiving this letter, but was
informed that the University would not be cooperating: “The letter | sent on June 30 is the only response | am
giving regarding your contact. | will not provide anything else nor reply your mail again.” Email from Chiungli
Kuo to OCE Investigative Counsel, July 6, 2012 (Exhibit 21 at 12-8236_0114).
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36.

37.

38.

the University refused to provide, taken together with the factual findings in this referral,
supports the conclusion that there is substantial reason to believe that the alleged
violation occurred.

Representative Owens knew, or should have known, that the government of Taiwan was
conducting and organizing his travel to Taiwan. As indicated above, neither
Representative Owens nor members of his congressional staff had any contact with the
Chinese Culture University at any point during the travel planning process.”* Rather,
Representative Owens’ Senior Legislative Assistant worked closely with TECRO
officials on Representative Owens’ travel arrangements and trip itinerary."

When press reports surrounding Representative Owens’ trip appeared in May 2012,
Representative Owens made the decision to pay the travel expenses for his wife and him
personally.” According to Representative Owens, he made this decision because he felt
that if there was any chance that they had done something wrong, he “needed to clean it
up immediately.”” On May 21, 2012, he sent a personal check, made payable to the
Chinese Culture University, in the amount of $22,132.20, to the University.”

The OCE Board finds that there is substantial reason to believe that Representative
Owens accepted payment of travel expenses for an officially connected trip to Taiwan
from an impermissible sponsor, resulting in an impermissible gift, in violation of federal
law and House rules.

™ Rep. Owens MOI (Exhibit 2 at 12-8236_0021); Chief of Staff MOI (Exhibit 5 at 12-8236_0062); Senior
Legislative Assistant MOI (Exhibit 3 at 12_8236_0025).

72 See, e.g., Senior Legislative Assistant MOI (Exhibit 3 at 12-8236_0027-0030). The Committee on Ethics has
determined that Members may be held responsible for the knowledge of their staff. In one recent matter, the
Committee explained:

[B]ased on the Standards Committee’s longstanding precedent regarding the responsibilities
Members have for the conduct and actions of their staff, the Subcommittee finds that it would not
well serve the House as an institution to allow its Members to escape responsibility by delegating
authority to their staff to take actions and hide behind their lack of knowledge of the facts
surrounding those actions. Members choose their own staff and should expect their staff to
provide them with all the information necessary to carry out their responsibilities, as well as to
stay within the boundaries established by law, regulations, and standards of conduct. Many times
Members act through the actions of their staff and, therefore, should be held liable for those
actions in certain circumstances.

Carib News Report 192-93. The Committee went on to impute to the Member the knowledge of his staff to find that
the Member knowingly accepted an impermissible gift of travel. Id.
¥ Rep. Owens MOI (Exhibit 2 at 12-8236_0023).
74

Id.
"> etter from Rep. Bill Owens to Wannyih Wu, President, Chinese Culture University, May 21, 2012 (Exhibit 22 at
12-8236_0118).
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REPRESENTATIVE OWENS ACCEPTED PAYMENT OF TRAVEL EXPENSES
FOR AN OFFICIALLY CONNECTED TRIP TO TAIWAN THAT WAS IN SOME
PART PLANNED, ORGANIZED, REQUESTED, OR ARRANGED BY AGENTS OF
A FOREIGN PRINCIPAL

A. Laws, Reqgulations, Rules, and Standards of Conduct

39. Travel Planned Organized, Requested or Arranged by Agents of Foreign Principal
(1) House Rule 25, clause 5(c)(3)

“A Member, Delegate, Resident Commissioner, officer, or employee of the House
may not accept a reimbursement (including payment in kind) for transportation,
lodging, or related expenses for a trip (other than a trip permitted under
paragraph (b)(1)(C) of this clause) if such trip is in any part planned, organized,
requested, or arranged by a registered lobbyist or agent of a foreign principal.”

(2) House Ethics Manual

“Members and staff are prohibited from participating in any multiple-day trip
that was planned, organized, requested, or arranged by a lobbyist or agent of a
foreign principal.”"

“Member and staff participation in officially-connected travel that is in any way
planned, organized, requested, or arranged by a lobbyist is prohibited, except as
provided below:

(1) when the travel is sponsored by an institution of higher education within
the meaning of section 101 of the Higher Education Act of 1965; " or

(2) when the travel is for a one-day event trip and the involvement of a
lobbyist in planning, organizing, requesting, or arranging the trip is de
minimis, meaning only negligible or otherwise inconsequential in terms of
time and expense to the overall planning and purpose of the trip.”"

B. Representative Owens’ Trip to Taiwan Was in Some Part Planned, Organized,
Requested, or Arranged by the Agents of a Foreign Principal

40. Evidence gathered by the OCE during the course of its review indicates that Park
Strategies, LLC, a registered foreign agent of TECRO, in some part planned, organized,
requested, or arranged Representative Owens’ trip to Taiwan.

41. As noted above, Representative Owens’ Senior Legislative Assistant recalled that the
idea for a Taiwan trip originated with Sean King, a registered foreign agent for TECRO."

"® House Ethics Manual 96.

" Institutions outside of the United States do not qualify. See 20 U.S.C. § 1001(a).
"8 House Ethics Manual 400-401 (emphasis in original).

" Senior Legislative Assistant MOI (Exhibit 3 at 12-8236_0026).
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Park Strategies” FARA report indicates that Park Strategies lobbyist Sean King had an
initial telephone conversation with the Senior Legislative Assistant on August 17, 2011,
regarding “Taiwan travel.”®® This was followed by four additional contacts on “Taiwan
travel” between August 19 and September 7, 2011.%" Mr. King had two contacts with
Represenggtive Owens’ Chief of Staff, both regarding “Taiwan travel,” on August 19 and
22, 2011.

42. In his interview with the OCE, Representative Owens recalled a telephone conversation
with Park Strategies’ founder and former Senator Alfonse D’ Amato on October 6, 2011,
in which Senator D’ Amato asked if he had any interest in going to Taiwan to meet with
representatives of the Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Corporation (“TSMC”).%
At the time, a site in New York State near Representative Owens’ congressional district
was lobbying TSMC to open a facility there.®*

43. On November 3, 2011, Representative Owens’ Senior Legislative Assistant emailed
Representative Owens and the Chief of Staff to report on a conversation he had had with
Mr. King regarding potential dates for Representative Owens’ travel: “D’amato’s guys
report that anytime Bill Owens is ready for Taiwan, Taiwan is ready for Bill Owens, so
the week between Christmas and New Year’s works as well.”® Representative Owens
understood the reference to “D’amato’s guys” to be to Park Strategies, LLC.%

44. On November 15, 2011, Mr. King emailed Representative Owens’ Senior Legislative
Assistant, advising him to contact Frank Lee, Director of TECRO’s Congressional
Liaison Division.?” According to the Senior Legislative Assistant, Park Strategies
directed him to TECRO officials to plan Representative Owens’ trip, but not in any
“exclusionary” way.® The Senior Legislative Assistant said he continued to discuss the
trip with Mr. King throughout the planning process.*

45. On November 21, 2011, Representative Owens’ Senior Legislative Assistant emailed Mr.
King to advise: “[L]ooks like we have our dates. The boss and his wife are looking to
travel to Taiwan beginning on December 27th. 1’ll reach out to Mr. Frank Lee about the
details but wanted to let you know. Thanks!”*°

46. Mr. King declined to be interviewed by the OCE as part of this review. Park Strategies
did provide the OCE with a signed declaration from Christopher D’ Amato, Executive

8 park Strategies FARA Report (Exhibit 4 at 12-8236_0042).
8 |d. at 12-8236_0042-0043.
8 |d. at 12-8236_0042.
% Rep. Owens MOI (Exhibit 3 at 12-8236_0020); see also Calendar Entry for October 6, 2011, 10:30 to 11:00 AM,
“Phone call with D’amato re: Taiwan” (Exhibit 23 at 12-8236_0120).
# Rep. Owens MOI (Exhibit 2 at 12-8236_0020).
8 Email from Senior Legislative Assistant to Rep. Owens and Chief of Staff (November 3, 2011) (Exhibit 24 at 12-
8236_0122); Senior Legislative Assistant MOI (Exhibit 3 at 12-8236_0026).
% Rep. Owens MOI (Exhibit 2 at 12-8236_0021).
8 Email from Sean King to Senior Legislative Assistant (November 15, 2011) (Exhibit 9 at 12-8236_0074).
:z Senior Legislative Assistant MOI (Exhibit 3 at 12-8236_0027).
Id.
% Email from Senior Legislative Assistant to Sean King (November 21, 2011) (Exhibit 10 at 12-8236_0076).
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Vice President, Managing Director, and chief compliance officer of Park Strategies.* In
his declaration, Mr. D’ Amato states: “After learning, on November 21, 2011, that
Representative Owens was going to bring his wife on the trip to Taiwan, Park Strategies,
LLC had no further involvement in creating or setting the itinerary prepared by the
Chinese Culture University.™

47. In contrast, the Senior Legislative Assistant told the OCE that at no time did Mr. King or
anyone at Park Strategies tell him that the firm could no longer be involved with planning
Representative Owens’ trip.*

48. Also, Park Strategies continued to be involved with Representative Owens’ Taiwan trip
after November 21, 2011.

(1) On November 28, 2011, Mr. King emailed Representative Owens’ Senior
Legislative Assistant to ask, “How’s the trip planning going? I’m back in our
New York office today. Call me if you need us, thanks.”**

(2) Mr. King met with the Senior Legislative Assistant in Representative Owens’
Washington, DC office on December 5, 2011, on the topic of “Taiwan travel.
According to the Senior Legislative Assistant, Mr. King suggested meetings for
Representative Owens’ itinerary during this conversation.*

195

(3) In his interview with the OCE, Representative Owens recalled a telephone
conversation with former Senator D’ Amato on December 7, 2011, in which
Senator D’ Amato asked him to meet with representatives of Taiwan’s opposition
party during his trip.”” This telephone conversation is reflected in Park Strategies’
FARA report.%®

(4) Two days after his telephone conversation with Senator D’ Amato, Representative
Owens was asked by his Senior Legislative Assistant, in a December 9, 2011
email, if he was “ok sitting down with the opposition party in Taiwan while

you’re there....”® Representative Owens replied that “Damto asked me too. "*%°

°! Declaration of Christopher D’Amato, June 18, 2012 (Exhibit 25 at 12-8236_0124). The OCE notes that Mr.
D’Amato’s declaration is neither notarized nor witnessed. In addition, as previously indicated, no Park Strategies
employees would agree to be interviewed by the OCE.

% |d. Counsel for Park Strategies asserts that Park Strategies’ initial involvement with Representative Owens’ trip
was permissible because, at that point, the trip was to be conducted under MECEA, which permits lobbyist or
foreign agent involvement. However, the plain language of the Rule provides that a Member may not accept
payment of travel expenses for a trip that is “in any part planned, organized, requested, or arranged by a registered
lobbyist or agent of a foreign principal.” House Rule 25, clause 5(c)(3) (emphasis added). It would therefore appear
that Park Strategies’ initial — and continued — involvement made the trip impermissible even after it became clear
that the trip would not be conducted under MECEA.

% Senior Legislative Assistant MOI (Exhibit 3 at 12-8236_0027).

* Email from Sean King to Senior Legislative Assistant, November 28, 2011 (Exhibit 12 at 12-8236_0080).

% park Strategies FARA Report (Exhibit 4 at 12-8236_0044).

% Senior Legislative Assistant MOI (Exhibit 3 at 12-8236_0028).

" Rep. Owens MOI (Exhibit 2 at 12-8236_0022).

% park Strategies FARA Report (Exhibit 4 at 12-8236_0042).

% Email from Senior Legislative Assistant to Rep. Owens, December 9, 2011 (Exhibit 26 at 12-8236_0126).
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49.

50.

51.

The Senior Legislative Assistant then tells Representative Owens: “I’m supposed
to talk to sean king monday and we might be able to find a way to get invited.”*

(5) On December 20, 2011, Sean King emailed Representative Owens’ Senior
Legislative Assistant, with a copy to his Park Strategies colleague Jon Zagame,
asking about scheduling a meeting with a TSMC official.!®> According to the
Senior Legislative Assistant, Representative Owens was able to schedule a
meeting with TMSC officials during his trip.*®

Given the contacts between Park Strategies officials and Representative Owens, as well
as the contacts between Park Strategies officials and members of Representative Owens’
congressional staff, Representative Owens knew, or should have known, that Park
Strategies was involved in planning, organizing, requesting, or arranging his trip to
Taiwan.

As noted above, Park Strategies employees former Senator Alfonse D’ Amato, Sean King,
and John Zagame declined to be interviewed by the OCE. Pursuant to Rule 6 of the OCE
Rules for the Conduct of Investigations, the OCE draws a negative inference from the
witnesses’ refusal to cooperate. The OCE infers that the information these individuals
refused to provide, taken together with the factual findings in this referral, supports the
conclusion that there is substantial reason to believe that the alleged violation occurred.

The OCE Board finds that there is substantial reason to believe that Representative
Owens accepted payment of travel expenses for an officially connected trip to Taiwan,
when that trip was in some part planned, organized, requested, or arranged by agents of a
foreign principal, in violation of House rules.

THE CHINESE CULTURE UNIVERSITY, FORMER SENATOR ALFONSE M.
D’AMATO, SEAN KING, AND JOHN ZAGAME REFUSED TO COOPERATE
WITH THE OCE REVIEW

52.

53.

Based on the nature of the allegations in this Review, the OCE requested information
from witnesses who were identified as having knowledge of relevant facts.

All the identified witnesses cooperated except the following: the Chinese Culture
University, former Senator Alfonse M. D’ Amato, Sean King, and John Zagame.

190 Email from Rep. Owens to Senior Legislative Assistant, December 9, 2011 (Exhibit 26 at 12-8236_0126).

191 Email from Senior Legislative Assistant to Rep. Owens, December 9, 2011 (Exhibit 26 at 12-8236_0126).

192 Email from Sean King to Senior Legislative Assistant, copy to Jon Zagame, December 20, 2011 (Exhibit 27 at
12-8236_0128-0129).

193 Senior Legislative Assistant MOI (Exhibit 3 at 12-8236_0029).
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Chinese Culture University

54. The Chinese Culture University is an educational institution located in Taipei, Taiwan.
The University was identified in Representative Owens’ travel disclosure filings as the
private sponsor of his trip to Taiwan.

55. The OCE requested information from the University to determine the role the University
played in organizing, conducting, and paying for Representative Owens’ trip to Taiwan.

56. The University refused to cooperate with the OCE.

57. Pursuant to OCE Rule 6, the OCE draws a negative inference from the University’s
refusal to cooperate with the OCE. The OCE infers that the information the University
refused to provide, taken together with the factual findings in this referral, supports the
conclusion that there is substantial reason to believe that the alleged violation occurred.

Former Senator Alfonse M. D’ Amato

58. Former Senator D’ Amato is the founder and Managing Director of Park Strategies, LLC.

59. The OCE requested an interview with Senator D’ Amato to obtain information regarding
his or his firm’s involvement with Representative Owens’ trip to Taiwan.

60. Senator D’ Amato refused to cooperate with the OCE.

61. Pursuant to OCE Rule 6, the OCE draws a negative inference from Senator D’Amato’s
refusal to cooperate with the OCE. The OCE infers that the information Senator
D’Amato refused to provide, taken together with the factual findings in this referral,
supports the conclusion that there is substantial reason to believe that the alleged
violation occurred.

Sean King
62. Mr. King is Senior Vice President of Park Strategies, LLC.

63. The OCE requested an interview with Mr. King to obtain information regarding his or his
firm’s involvement with Representative Owens’ trip to Taiwan.

64. Mr. King refused to cooperate with the OCE.

65. Pursuant to OCE Rule 6, the OCE draws a negative inference from Mr. King’s refusal to
cooperate with the OCE. The OCE infers that the information Mr. King refused to
provide, taken together with the factual findings in this referral, supports the conclusion
that there is substantial reason to believe that the alleged violation occurred.

John Zagame
66. Mr. Zagame is Vice President of Park Strategies, LLC.
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67. The OCE requested an interview with Mr. Zagame to obtain information regarding his or
his firm’s involvement with Representative Owens’ trip to Taiwan.

68. Mr. Zagame refused to cooperate with the OCE.

69. Pursuant to OCE Rule 6, the OCE draws a negative inference from Mr. Zagame’s refusal
to cooperate with the OCE. The OCE infers that the information Mr. Zagame refused to
provide, taken together with the factual findings in this referral, supports the conclusion
that there is substantial reason to believe that the alleged violation occurred.

V. CONCLUSION

70. The OCE Board recommends that the Committee on Ethics further review the allegation
that Representative Owens accepted payment of travel expenses for an officially
connected trip to Taiwan from an impermissible source, resulting in an impermissible
gift, because there is substantial reason to believe that his acceptance of payment for
these travel expenses violated federal law or House rules.

71. The OCE Board recommends that the Committee on Ethics further review the allegation
that Representative Owens accepted payment of travel expenses for an officially
connected trip to Taiwan, when that trip was in some part planned, organized, requested,
or arranged by agents of a foreign principal, because there is substantial reason to believe
that his acceptance of payment for these travel expenses violated of House rules.

VI. INFORMATION THE OCE WAS UNABLE TO OBTAIN AND
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE ISSUANCE OF SUBPOENAS

72. The following witnesses, by declining to be interviewed by the OCE, did not cooperate
with the OCE’s review:

(1) Former Senator Alfonse D’ Amato, Founder and Managing Director, Park
Strategies, LLC;

(2) Sean King, Senior Vice President, Park Strategies, LLC; and
(3) John Zagame, Vice President, Park Strategies, LLC.

73. As a result, the OCE was unable to obtain certain information regarding Representative
Owens’ trip to Taiwan in December 2011.

74. The Board recommends the issuance of subpoenas to former Senator D’ Amato, Mr.
King, and Mr. Zagame.

75. In addition, the OCE was unable to obtain information from the Chinese Culture
University or the Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office in the United
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States. Neither entity provided documents to the OCE in response to Requests for
Information, and neither agreed to interviews by OCE staff.
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CONFIDENTIAL

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 as Amended

OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

MEMORANDUM OF INTERVIEW

IN RE: Representative Bill Owens
REVIEW #(s): 12-8236

DATE: August 17,2012

LOCATION: Burlington, Vermont

TIME: 3:00 PM to 4:00 PM (approximate)

PARTICIPANTS:  Brman Svoboda, Counsel to the Witness

Emily Eisenberg, Counsel to the Witness
Kedric Payne
Scott Gast

SUMMARY:: Representative Bill Owens (the “witness™) currently represents the 23rd Congressional
District of New York. The OCE requested an interview with the witness and he consented to an
interview. The witness made the following statements in response to our questioning:

1.

MOI -

The witness was given an 18 U.S.C. § 1001 warning and consented to an interview. The witness
declined to sign a written acknowledgement of the warning.

The witness told the OCE that the idea of a trip to Taiwan was first raised in July 2011 during an
introductory meeting with representatives from the Taiwan government. He said that he took the
invitation to visit Taiwan as a courtesy offered to all new Members of Congress.

The witness does not recall any further discussion about a trip to Taiwan until sometime in the
fall, when he had a conversation with fellow Rep. Richard Hanna about possibly traveling to
Taiwan together.

The witness stated that he had heard from former Senator Al D’ Amato’s office, which the witness
understood to be the lobbying firm Park Strategies, LLC, about possibly doing a trip with Rep.
Hanna and also with Rep. Tom Reed.

The witness explained that the trip that he learned about from Senator D’ Amato’s office was
related to the Marcy Project near his congressional district, which at the time was attempting to
recruit the Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Corporation (“TSMC”) to open a facility there.

The witness was not aware of conversations between his congressional staff and officials from
Park Strategies regarding a potential Taiwan trip in August or September.

After reviewing an entry from his calendar, the witness said that he believes he had a telephone
conversation with Senator D’ Amato on October 6, 2011, in which Senator D’ Amato asked him if
he had any interest in going to Taiwan to meet with TSMC. The witness believes that Senator

D’ Amato’s firm represented Madison County in New York, which would have benefitted from a
TSMC facility located in the area. The witness’ interest in the TSMC issue was that it could mean
a lot of jobs for his constituents.

Page 1 of 4 OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
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CONFIDENTIAL

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 as Amended

8. The witness was shown a November 1, 2011 email from a member of his congressional staff to
Sean King, a lobbyist with Park Strategies, in which the staff member inquires about potential
dates for the witness to travel to Taiwan. The witness said that the date of the email was
consistent with his recollection of when the idea of a trip came up again.

9. At the time of this email, the witness understood that this was an invitation from the government
of Taiwan. He did not inquire about who was paying for the trip.

10. The witness said that, at the time of this email, he was not familiar with the Mutual Educational
and Cultural Exchange Act (“MECEA”).

11. The witness said he did not have a sense of Park Strategies’ role with respect to the proposed
Taiwan trip, nor did he focus on what Park Strategies may or may not have been doing. He said
that his focus was on the reasons for making the trip and what he would do during the trip. He
thought that it was the government of Taiwan “driving the train.”

12. The witness noted that he had returned from a trip to Israel in August, and the proposed Taiwan
trip was developing in a similar way.

13. The witness was shown a November 3, 2011 email from his senior legislative assistant to him and
to his chief of staff, in which the senior legislative assistant wrote: “D’amato’s [sic] guys report
that anytime Bill Owens is ready for Taiwan, Taiwan is ready for Bill Owens....” The witness
understood that the reference to “D’amato’s [sic] guys” was to Park Strategies.

14. The witness always intended that his wife would join him on the Taiwan trip, but he was not sure
how well he communicated this to his staff.

15. The witness was shown a November 10, 2011 email from his senior legislative assistant entitled
“Ethics Followup,” reporting on a conversation with the Ethics Committee regarding payment of
the witness’ wife’s travel expenses. The witness stated that anything they were doing with respect
to the trip they were trying to run by the Ethics Committee.

16. The witness believes that the conversation with the Ethics Committee was prompted by his
suggestion that a friend and client pay for his wife’s travel expenses. He asked his staff to consult
with the Ethics Committee to see if that was possible. There was also a question whether his wife
could participate in various meetings or events during the trip, if the trip was sponsored by the
Taiwan government.

17. The witness does not know what the Ethics Committee advised, but he stated that after this
conversation, they decided that is was not a good idea for the friend to pay for his wife’s travel,
and they did not go forward with this idea.

18. The witness recalled that at some point, the Chinese Culture University “came into the picture,”
but he could not recall when between the November 10th conversation with the Ethics Committee
and the date of the trip that this happened. The witness does not know how the Chinese Culture
University came into the picture.

19. The witness does not believe he had any contact with the Chinese Culture University prior to the
trip.

MOI - Page 2 of 4 OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
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CONFIDENTIAL

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31

MOI -

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 as Amended

The witness was shown a November 22, 2011 email from his senior legislative assistant, reporting
that the staff member had “[j]ust sat down with the folks from the Embassy to do a rough outline
of the trip.” The witness recalled reading this email, but said that he probably would not have paid
a great deal of attention to it, except to see whether a meeting with TSMC was on the schedule.

The witness understood the role of the Embassy was “clearly working to establish the agenda” for
his trip. He does not believe that at this point he had an idea of the payment arrangements for the
trip. He said that his guess was that he assumed the government of Taiwan was paying.

The witness did not recall being involved in any conversations about finding a private sponsor for
the trip, nor did he do anything to find such a private sponsor.

The witness said that when he received the invitation letter from the Chinese Culture University,
his realized that the payment arrangements for the trip had changed.

The witness stated that he would have learned of the invitation from the University shortly after
the invitation letter was received by his office. He believes he learned of the invitation from his
senior legislative assistant.

The witness recalled briefly meeting Park Strategies lobbyist Sean King at his congressional office
in Washington on or about December 5, 2011. Mr. King was sitting with his senior legislative
assistant when he came out of his office and had a brief conversation. The witness recalled no
specific conversations about his Taiwan trip with Mr. King.

The witness recalled a telephone conversation with Senator D’ Amato on or about December 7,
2011, in which the Senator said that he hoped the witness would have a good trip to Taiwan.

After reviewing an email exchange with his senior legislative assistant two days after the
December 7, 2011 call with Senator D’ Amato, the witness recalled that he spoke with the Senator
about meeting with the opposition political party during his trip to Taiwan. The witness said he
thought such a meeting was a good idea.

The witness said he did not focus on who prepared his trip itinerary. Rather, he was focused on
the substance of what they were doing.

The witness said that during the trip, he participated in a dinner which four University officials
attended: the University president, chairman of the board, and two deans. One of the deans also
attended a dinner hosted by the Taiwan Foreign Minister the next evening. At this dinner, the
witness thanked the University for the trip. The witness also discussed with University officials
the possibility of the school becoming a source for exchange students with U.S. schools.

The witness was shown a memorandum regarding the details of his trip, and the witness recalled
receiving it before his trip. He said he did not focus on the instruction in the memo to keep his
boarding passes and return them to Taiwan officials for accounting purposes. The witness said he
did not keep his boarding passes or turn them in to Taiwan officials.

The witness stated that a representative from the Taiwan Ministry of Foreign Affairs met him at
the airport and escorted him throughout the trip. The witness said that the representative
mentioned on several occasions that Taiwan was thankful to the Chinese Culture University for
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hosting the trip. The representative also prompted the witness to thank the Chinese Culture
University at the Foreign Ministry dinner.

32. The witness recalled a post-trip meeting with TECRO officials, which he believed was to ensure
he had a good trip. He does not recall the names of the officials with whom he met.

33. The witness recalled a post-trip telephone conversation with Senator D’ Amato, but could not
recall a specific date for the call. He said that Senator D’ Amato told him that he hoped TSMC
decided to open a facility in Oneida County.

34. The witness said that the first time he learned that the Taiwan government paid for some or all of
the cost of his trip and was later reimbursed by the Chinese Culture University was when officials
from the Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office in the United States (“TECRO”)
came to his office after the trip and told this to members of his staft.

35. The witness recalled that the TECRO officials requested the meeting with his staff, but did not
know why they sought the meeting. The meeting was requested after press reports about the trip
were published.

36. The witness told the OCE that he received a call from a reporter approximately 24 hours prior to
the Pro Publica report on his trip was published. He said he was “stunned” when he received the
call, as he had no sense that they had done anything wrong with respect to the trip.

37. Within several hours of receiving the call, the witness decided to reimburse the sponsor for the
cost of the trip. In his view, if there was any chance that they had done something wrong, he
“needed to clean it up immediately.”

38. On May 21, 2012, the witness mailed a personal check, made payable to the Chinese Culture
University, in the amount of $22,132.20, to the president of the Chinese Culture University. The
witness believes that his staff contacted TECRO to obtain the amount to be reimbursed and the
contact information for the entity to reimburse.

39. The first check sent by the witness was returned to him, as the bank would not cash the check
because of an over-written number on the check. The witness sent a second check, in the same
amount and to the same payee. That check has been cashed.

40. The witness said that his senior legislative assistant was responsible for completing and filing
travel disclosure forms with the Committee on Ethics. The witness stated that the completed
forms would have been sent to him and reviewed by him before being signed and filed.

41. The witness told the OCE that after questions about the trip were raised, he asked the Committee
on Ethics to conduct a training session for his congressional staff. The witness stated that if he
had known at any point that there was anything improper about the trip, he would not have gone.

This memorandum was prepared on August 22, 2012 after the interview was conducted on August 17,
2012. I certify that this memorandum contains all pertinent matter discussed with the witness on August
17, 2012.

Scott Gast
Investigative Counsel
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OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

MEMORANDUM OF INTERVIEW

IN RE: Senior Legislative Assistant to Rep. Bill Owens
REVIEW #(s): 12-8236

DATE: August 9, 2012

LOCATION: Perkins Coie

TIME: 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM (approximate)

PARTICIPANTS:  Bran Svoboda, Counsel to the Witness

Jon Berkon, Counsel to the Witness
Scott Gast
Kedric L. Payne

SUMMARY: The witness is a senior legislative assistant in the office of Representative Bill Owens.
The OCE requested an interview with the witness and he consented to an interview. The witness made
the following statements in response to our questioning:

1.

MOI -

The witness was given an 18 U.S.C. § 1001 warning and consented to an interview. The witness
declined to sign a written acknowledgement of the warning.

The witness is currently a senior legislative assistant for Rep. Bill Owens and has held this
position since approximately December 2009. He joined Rep. Owens’ office in November 2009
as communications director before changing his position to senior legislative assistant. Prior to
joining the office, he worked on Rep. Owens’ campaign. He also served as a legislative
assistant/deputy communications director for former Rep. Lincoln Davis and has worked with
the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee.

As senior legislative assistant, the witness is primarily responsible for legislative work associated
with Rep. Owens’ position on the House Armed Services Committee. He also works on
transportation, environment, and energy issues. He reports to the Legislative Director, and
through her, to Rep. Owens’ chief of staff. In his current position, the witness has frequent, often
daily, interaction with Rep. Owens.

The witness has worked with Park Strategies, LLC, who he knows is a New York-based
lobbying firm, in the past, with Park Strategies employees Sean King, John Zagame, Chris
D’ Amato, and Kraig Siracuse.

The witness has worked directly with the Taiwan Educational and Cultural Representative Office
(“TECRO”), including TECRO officials Frank Lee, Li-Cheh Cheng, Benson Huang, and a few
others whose names he could not recall.

The witness stated that he has never worked with the Chinese Culture University, nor has he had
contact with anyone employed by or representing the University. He added that he may have
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sent a thank you note to the University after Rep. Owens’ trip to Taiwan, but he would have
gotten the addressee’s name and contact information from TECRO.

7. The witness stated that he had a “fair bit” of interaction with Rep. Owens when planning Rep.
Owens’ trip to Taiwan. He also had “some” interaction with Rep. Owens’ chief of staff and a
small amount of interaction with Rep. Owens’ scheduler during the planning process.

8. The witness said that the idea for the Taiwan trip came from Park Strategies’ lobbyist Sean King,
likely at some point in August 2011. The witness could not recall how Mr. King relayed the idea
to him (i.e., via telephone, email, personal meeting).

9. According to the witness, during his initial discussions with Mr. King about a potential trip, the
identity of a trip sponsor was not really discussed, but the witness assumed it would be TECRO
or the Taiwan government, as he knew TECRO was Park Strategies’ client.

10. According to the witness, after his conversations with Mr. King, he discussed a possible trip with
Rep. Owens’ chief of staff and with Rep. Owens himself in August 2011. While there was
general interest in taking such a trip, there were no specific plans for a trip at that time.

11. The witness recalled that he began to focus on a Taiwan trip more concretely in mid- to late-
September. He said that there was a possibility of traveling with Rep. Richard Hanna, and the
witness had several conversations with his office about a potential trip. Possible dates for a trip
were discussed within Rep. Owens’ office.

12. At some point, possibly in mid-October 2011, the witness was told by Mr. King that officials
from TECRO would be reaching out to him about the proposed Taiwan trip. The witness then
received a call from either Frank Lee or Li-Cheh Cheng from TECRO, to discuss the trip. The
witness recalled that at some point, TECRO officials came to Rep. Owens’ office to discuss a
trip agenda.

13. The witness was shown an email from him to Sean King, dated October 31, 2011, in which the
witness asks Mr. King if the trip “would be covered under the Mutual Education and Cultural
Exchange Act.” The witness said that this email was likely prompted by a conversation he had
with the House Ethics Committee regarding compliance with the travel rules.

14. Given Mr. King’s positive response to his question, it was the witness’” understanding that the
trip would be conducted under the Mutual Education and Cultural Exchange Act (“MECEA”).

15. The witness said that it was not his understanding that Park Strategies was putting together the
agenda for the trip, but that Mr. King had “done this type of trip before.”

16. The witness was shown an email from him to Rep. Owens and the chief of staff, dated November
3, 2011, in which he tells them that “D’amato’s [sic] guys report that anytime Bill Owens is
ready for Taiwan, Taiwan is ready for Bill Owens....” The witness recalled that the chief of staff
asked him to call Mr. King regarding potential dates for a Taiwan trip, and that Mr. King told
him that whatever the Congressman wanted to do would be fine.

17. The witness was shown an email from him to Rep. Owens and his chief of staff, dated November
10, 2011, and entitled “Ethics Followup.” The witness believes that the chief of staff may have
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asked him to call the Ethics Committee to ask whether a friend of Rep. Owens could pay for
Rep. Owens’ spouse to join him on the Taiwan trip.

The witness believes that Rep. Owens came up with the idea of having his friend pay for his
wife’s expenses. The witness did not recall whether he was aware of restrictions on spouse
travel under MECEA at the time of this email.

The witness was not sure if this was the first time that the question whether Mrs. Owens could
participate in the trip had come up. He does not believe it was Rep. Owens’ intent from the
outset to have his wife join him, but he does not recall when the issue first arose.

The witness recalled that the Ethics Committee referred him to the State Department on the
question whether Rep. Owens’ wife could participate in travel by Rep. Owens under MECEA.
The witness did not recall with whom he spoke at the State Department, but said that the
Department informed him that it was up to the host nation paying for the travel. The witness
said he asked Mr. King if he knew whether Taiwan, as the host country, had any policy regarding
spouse participation in a MECEA trip.

The witness said that at some point there were discussions of whether or not the trip could be
conducted under MECEA, and it was at this point that the idea of an outside sponsor came up.
He could not recall when the idea of an outside sponsor first came up. The witness did not recall
how the idea of an outside sponsor came up or who raised the issue. He said he had
conversations with Mr. King and with TECRO about an outside sponsor.

The witness was shown an email exchange between him to Sean King, dated November 15,
2011, in which they discuss the witness speaking to Frank Lee, a TECRO official. According to
the witness, at this time, he was frequently speaking with TECRO officials about the trip
planning, as the trip was beginning to “firm up.”

The witness was shown an email he wrote to Mr. King, dated November 21, 2011, in which the
witness tells Mr. King that it “looks like we have our dates. The boss and his wife are looking to
travel to Taiwan beginning on December 27", T’ll reach out to Mr. Frank Lee about the details
but wanted to let you know.” The witness said that TECRO official Li-Cheh Cheng was his
primary contact for trip planning, but that he also worked with Frank Lee, Ms. Cheng’s boss.

The witness stated that Park Strategies had directed him to TECRO for planning Rep. Owens’
Taiwan trip, but did not do so in an “exclusionary” way (i.e., talk to them, not us, about the trip).

According to the witness, he kept Mr. King updated throughout the trip planning process. The
witness stated that at no point did Mr. King or anyone at Park Strategies tell him that they could
not be involved with planning the trip.

The witness was shown an email he wrote to Rep. Owens and the chief of staff, copied to the
scheduler, dated November 22, 2011, in which he informs Rep. Owens that he “[j]ust sat down
with the folks from the Embassy to do a rough outline of the trip....”
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The witness said that he met with TECRO officials on November 22, 2011, to discuss potential
flights and a trip itinerary. The witness does not believe that, at the time of this meeting, he knew
who the private sponsor of the trip was.

The witness was shown an email from TECRO official Li-Cheh Cheng to him, dated November
22,2011, in which Ms. Cheng references their meeting earlier that day and states: “I need your
kind help here in order to find a private sponsor in the coming days!”

The witness said that he understood Ms. Cheng to be asking for information regarding the
travelers, including their full names and cities of departure. He said that he did not take her
statement as a request for help in identifying a private sponsor for Rep. Owens’ trip.

According to the witness, he believes that he learned that the Chinese Culture University was
going to be the private sponsor of Rep. Owens’ trip from TECRO officials during a meeting with
those officials. The witness did not recall when he learned this, but after reviewing the letter of
invitation from the University, dated November 29, 2011, the witness said that he may have
found out sometime between November 22, 2011, the date of his meeting with Ms. Cheng, and
November 29, 2011, the date of the invitation letter.

The witness told the OCE that he was under the impression that TECRO was “leading the
charge” in finding a private sponsor for the trip.

The witness did not recall any discussions about the Chinese Culture University prior to
receiving the invitation letter from the University.

When asked if he discussed potential private sponsors for Rep. Owens’ trip with anyone at Park
Strategies, the witness said that he had a discussion with Sean King as some point during the
“transition” from a “MECEA trip” to a “private sponsor trip.” The witness said he was confident
that Mr. King was aware of this “transition.” The witness said that he was under the impression
that “this had been done before” -- that is, that a private sponsor had previously “stepped in”
when the MECEA mechanism for a congressional trip didn’t work.

The witness said that the itinerary for Rep. Owens’ trip was prepared by officials at TECRO,
with input from Rep. Owens’ office. He received the itinerary from Li-Cheh Cheng.

The witness recalled meeting with Mr. King at Rep. Owens’ Washington, DC office at some
point and that Mr. King suggested meetings for Rep. Owens’ itinerary. When told that the Park
Strategies Foreign Agents Registration Act (“FARA”) report indicated an in-person meeting
between the witness and Mr. King on December 5, 2011, the witness said that may have been the
date of the meeting he recalled having with Mr. King.

The witness was shown a December 5, 2011 email from Ken Chong, an employee of China
Airlines, to him, copied to Li-Cheh Cheng, in which Mr. Chong informs the witness of the cost
of the airline tickets, to be included in the Ethics Committee travel forms: “The price that we
will send invoice to TECRO is approximately USD$8655 + tax $357.30 = USD$9011.80....”
The witness did not recall focusing on the reference to TECRO in Mr. Chong’s email.
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37. The witness stated that he does not know what Rep. Owens discussed with Former Senator and
Park Strategies executive Al D’ Amato during a telephone call on December 7, 2011 (disclosed
on the Park Strategies’ FARA report), as he did not participate in or staff this call.

38. The witness was shown an email exchange between Rep. Owens and him, dated December 9,
2011, in which the witness asks Rep. Owens if he is “ok sitting down with the opposition party in
Taiwan while you’re there....” Rep. Owens replies: “Damto [sic] asked me too [sic].” The
witness said that this email did not refresh his recollection about the subject of the call between
Rep. Owens and Senator D’ Amato, but that he assumed, after reading this email, that this
meeting was the subject of the telephone call.

39. The witness was asked about an email from him to Rep. Owens, copied to the chief of staff, also
dated December 9, 2011, in which he tells Rep. Owens that “I’m supposed to talk to sean king
[sic] Monday and we might be able to find a way to get invited, but damato’s [sic] guys
obviously can’t ask.... Our hosts are going to find out either way.”

40. The witness recalled that Mr. King had suggested a meeting with the Taiwanese opposition
leader. He also recalled multiple calls with Mr. King to “check in” on the trip planning, but
could not specifically recall the conversation with Mr. King referenced in the email.

41. The witness said that his reference to “our hosts” was a reference to TECRO. He added that by
December 9, 2011, he would have understood that the Chinese Culture University would be the
entity paying for the trip.

42. The witness was shown an email from him to Scott Matthews, a district office staff member for
Rep. Owens, dated December 23, 2011, in which he asks Mr. Matthews to print out an attached
document for Rep. Owens. The witness stated that the attached document was provided to him
by TECRO official Li-Cheh Cheng.

43. The witness was asked about the statement in the attached document to “[p]lease remember to
keep vour boarding passes for all domestic and international flights and return them to
TECRQO” (emphasis in original). According to the witness, he read the entire document but did
not focus on this particular statement.

44. The witness was asked about an email from Sean King to him, dated December 28, 2011, sent
with high priority, in which Mr. King asks if he would chat with the witness about “one aspect of
the trip.” The witness recalled that Mr. King had called to give him a heads up that a meeting
between Rep. Owens and representatives of the Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing
Corporation (“TSMC”) had been reported in the press.

45. The witness stated that he was responsible for preparing the Ethics Committee travel disclosure
forms for Rep. Owens to sign.

46. The witness stated that the completed Private Sponsor Travel Certification Form was provided to
him by Ms. Cheng. He did not know who prepared the form, nor did he have any contact with
the individual signing the form or anyone else at the Chinese Culture University.
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47. The witness received a draft itinerary from TECRO official Li-Cheh Cheng, which he
reformatted and added an entry for the “Meeting with Hsiao Bi-khim of the Democratic People’s
Party” — the meeting requested by former Senator D’ Amato — before including the itinerary in
the Ethics Committee submission.

48. After the witness prepared the travel forms, he gave them to the chief of staft. Sometime later,
he received the signed travel forms back from the chief of staff.

49. The witness said that he met with TECRO officials Frank Lee and Li-Cheh Cheng approximately
two months ago, shortly after news reports about Rep. Owens’ trip were published, at the request
of TECRO.

50. During this meeting, the TECRO officials told the witness that TECRO had paid for some of the
trip expenses up front and was being reimbursed by the Chinese Culture University. It was not
clear to the witness when the reimbursement was made. The TECRO officials apologized for the
negative publicity arising from the trip.

51. The witness told the OCE that Rep. Owens sent two checks to the Chinese Culture University to
reimburse the costs of the trip. There was some “number problem” with the first check, but the
witness said he could not recall the specific error. Rep. Owens then wrote a second check, in the
same amount, to the same payee.

This memorandum was prepared on August 13, 2012 after the interview was conducted on August 9,

2012. T certify that this memorandum contains all pertinent matter discussed with the witness on August
9,2012.

Scott Gast
Investigative Counsel
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Received by NSD/FARA Reglstratlon Unit 03/01/2012 1:05:51 PM

OMB NO. 1124-0002; Expires February 28, 2014

U.S. Department of Justice Supplemental Statement
Washington, DC 20530 o ' Pursuant to the Foreign Agents Reglstratlon Act of
' 1938, as amended

For Six Month Period Ending 1/31/2012

(Insert date)

I- REGISTRANT

1. (a) Name of Registrant ‘ (b) Registration No.
Park Strategies, LLC ' o 5908

(c) Business Address(es) of Reglstrant
101 Park Avenue
Suite 2506
New York, NY 10178

2. Has there been a change in the information previously furnished in connection with the following?
(a) If an individual:

(1) Residence address(es) Yes [ " No[ll

(2) Citizenship  Yes[ No [

(3) Occupation Yes (1 No [J
(b) If an organization: '

(1) Name Yes [J No

(2) Ownership or control Yes [] No

(3) Branch offices Yes[J No [X]

(c) Explain fuily all changes, if any, indicated in Items (a) and (b) above.

IF THE REGISTRANT IS AN INDIVIDUAL, OMIT RESPONSE TO ITEMS 3, 4, AND 5(a).

3. If you have previously filed Exhibit C', state whether any changes therein have occurred during this 6 month reporting period.
Yes [J . No K] . . :
If yes, have you filed an amendment to the Exhibit C? Yes [] No [

1f no, please attach the required amendment.

1 The Exhibit C, for which no printed form Is provided, consists of a true copy of the charter, articles of incorporation, association, and by Jaws of a registrant that is an
organization. (A waiver of the requirement to file an Exhibit C may be obtained for good cause upon written application to the Assistant Attorney General, National Security
Division, U.S. Department of Justice, Washington, DC 20530.) .

Formerly CRM-154 FORM NSD-2
Revised 03/11
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4. (a) Have any persons ceased acting as partners, officers, directors or similar officials of the registrant during this 6 month reporting period?

Yes [ No

If yes, furnish the following information: : )
Name Position ) Date Connection Ended

(b) Have any persons become partners, officers, directors or similar officials during this 6 month reporting period?

Yes No [
If yes, furnish the following information: »
Name Residence Address Citizenship Position Date Assumed

Joseph Rossi I USA Vice President January 1, 2012
North Syracuse, NY 13212

5. (a) Has any person named in Item 4(b) rendered services directly in furtherance of the interests of any foreign prin¢ipal?
Yes [ No [X]

If yes, identify each such person and describe the service rendered.

(b) During this six month reporting period, has the registrant hired as employees or in any other capacity, any persons who rendered
or will render services to the registrant directly in furtherance of the interests of any foreign principal(s) in other than a clerical or
secretarial, or in a related or similar capacity? Yes [ No : .

Name Residence Address Citizenship Position . Date Assumed

(c) Have any employees or individuals, who have filed a short form registration statement, terminated their employment or

connection with the registrant during this 6 month reporting period?  Yes X} - No [J

It yes, furnish the following information:

Name '- Position or Connection Date Terminated
LaShaun Lesley Consultant , August 26, 2011

(d) Have any employees or individuals, who have filed a short form registration statement, terminated their connection with any foreign

principal during this 6 month reporting period?  Yes XI| No I

If yes, furnish the following information:

Name Position or Connection- Foreign Principal Date Terminated
LaShaun Lesley Consultant 1. TECRO; 2. Republic of Somalia 8/30/11

" Transitional Federal Government
somali Diplomatic Mission

6. Have short form registration statements been filed by all of the persons named in Items 5(a) and 5(b) of the supplemental statement?

Yes [J No [J

If no, list names of persons who have not filed the required statement.
N/A

AN
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'

II - FOREIGN PRINCIPAL

7. Has your connection with any foreign principal ended during this 6 month reporting period?  Yes No [
If yes, furnish the following information: ' :

Foreign Principal ‘ Date of Termination
Republic of Somalia Transitional Federal Government Somali Diplomatic January 1, 2012
Mission '

8. Have you acquired any new foreign principal(s)? during this 6 month reporting period? Yes O No X]

If yes, furnish th following information:

Name and Address of Foreign Principal(s) Date Acquired

9. In addmon to those named in Items 7 and 8, if a.ny, list foreign principal(s)* whom you continued to represent during the 6 month
reporting period.

Taipei Economic and Cuitural Representative Office in the United States

10. (2) Have you filed exhibits for the newly acquired foreign principal(s), if any, listed in Item 8?
Exhibit A’ Yes {1 No [J
Exhibit B¥ Yes 1 No

If no, please attach the required exhibit.

(b) Have there been any changes in the Exhibits A and B previously filed for any foreign principal whom you
represented during this six month period? Yes No [
If yes, have you filed an amendment to these exhibits? Yes X No

If no, please attach the required amendment.

2 The term "foreign principal” inciudes, in addition to those defined in section 1(b) of the Act, an individual organization any of whose activities are dxrcctly or indirectly
| . supervised, directed, controlled, financed, or subsidized in whole or in major part by a foreign government, foreign political party, foreign organization or foreign individual.
(See Rule 100(a) (9)). A registrant who represents more than one foreign principal is required to list in the statements he files under the Act only those principals for whom he
is not entitled to claim exemption under Section 3 of the Act. (See Rule 208.)
3 The Exhibit A, which is filed on Form NSD-3 (Formerly CRM-157) sets forth the information required to be disclosed concerning each foreign principal.
4 The Exhibit B, which is filed on Form NSD-4 (Formerly CRM-155) sets fourth the information concerning the agreement or understandmg between the registrant and the
foreign prmclpa] .
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1 - ACTIVITIES

11. During this 6 month reporting period, have you engaged in any activities for or rendered any services to any 'foreign.principal
named in Items 7, 8, or 9 of this statement? Yes [X No J

If yes, identify each foreign principal and describe in full detail your activities and services:

1. Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office in the United States
2. Republic of Somalia Transitional Federal Government Somali Diplomatic Mission

We engaged in the activities identified in our answer to Question 12.

12. During this 6 month reporting period, have you on behalf of any foreign principal engaged in political activity® as defined below?

Yes [X| No O

If yes, identify each such foreign principal and describe in full detail all such political activity, indicating, among other things,
the relations, interests and policies sought to be influenced and the means employed to achieve this purpose. If the registrant
‘arranged, sponsored or delivered speeches, lectures or radio and TV broadcasts, give details as to dates, places of delivery,
names of speakers and subject matter. '

Our activities on behalf of the Somalia TFG consisted of outreach to congressional staff regarding Somalia famine relief
efforts; U.S. policies and diplomacy toward Somalia; and possible hearings on Somalia's humanitarian situation.

Please see the attached summary for the activities in which we engaged on TECRO's behalf labeled "Activity Summary for
TECRO_Park_Feb '12.pdf."

*Registrant's applicable contacts are described in the attached contact logs, "Contacts_Park_Feb '12.pdf."

13. In addition to the above described activities, if any, have you engaged in activity on your own behalf which benefits your
foreign principal(s)? Yes XI No [] :

If yes, describe fully.

On September 22, 2011, in Hong Kong, Sean King discussed U.S. arms sales to Taiwan on CNBC Asia. On January 16th,
2012, in Taipei, he again appeared on CNBC-Asia to discuss Taiwan's January 14th, 2012 elections. However, neither of

" . these appearances was requested by, or under the direction of, the foreign principal, the Taipei Economic and Cultural
Representative Office in the United States.

5 The term "political activity” means any activity that the person engaging in believes will, or that the person intends to, in any way influence any agency or official of the
Government of the United States or any section of the public within the United States with reference to formulating, adopting or changing the domestic or foreign policies of the
United States or with reference to political or public interests, policies, or relations of a government of a foreign country or a foreign political party.
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IV - FINANCIAL INFORMATION

14.(a) RECEIPTS-MONIES
During this 6 month reporting period, have you received from any foreign principal named in Items 7, 8, or 9 of this
statement, or from any other source, for or in the interests of any such foreign principal, any contributions, income or

money either as compensation or otherwise? . - Yes X] No O

If no, explain why.

If yes, set forth below in the required detail and separately for each foreign principal an account of such monies.®

| Date From Whom Purpose Amount
8/23/11 TECRO Consulting fees & expenses $21,617.05
10/3/11 TECRO Consulting fees & expenses , $22,315.56
10/28/11 ~ TECRO Consulting fees ‘ $20,000.00
| 11/29/11 TECRO Consulting fees & expenses $21,793.11
‘ 12/12/11 TECRO Consulting fees $20,000.00
j 12/27/11 TECRO ~ Consulting fees ’ $20,000.00
|
|
$125,725.72
Total

(b) RECEIPTS - FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN _
During this 6 month reporting period, have you received, as part of a fundraising campaign’, any money on behalf of any

} . foreign principal named in Items 7, 8, or 9 of this statement? Yes [ No Kl
|
If yes, have you filed an Exhibit D to your registration? Yes [ No [J
If yes, indicate the date the Exhibit D was filed. Date

(¢) RECEIPTS-THINGS OF VALUE
During this 6 month reporting period, have you received any thing of value® other than money from any foreign principal
‘ named in Items 7, 8, or 9 of this statement, or from any other source, for or in the interests of any such forelgn principal?

Yes O . No X
If yes, furnish the following information:

Foreign Principal - Date Received Thing of Value Purpose

|
|
‘ ' 6,7 A registrant is required to file an Exhibit D if he collects or receives contributions, foans, moneys, or other things of value for a foreign principal, as part of a fundraising
| campaign. (See Rule 201{e)).

8 An Exhibit D, for which no printed form is provided, sets forth an accoum of money collected or received as a result of a ﬁmdralsmg campaign and transmitted for a foreign

principal.
9 Things of value include but are not limited to gifts, interest free loans, expense free travel, favored stock purchases, exclusive rights, favored treatment over competltors
"kickbacks," and the like.
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15.(a) DISBURSEMENTS-MONIES
During this 6 month reporting penod have you
| (1) disbursed or expended monies in connection with activity on behalf of any foreign principal named in Items 7, 8, or

9 of this statement? Yes [X] No [J
(2) transmitted monies to any such foreign principal? Yes [0 No

If no, explain in full detail why there were no disbursements made on behalf of any foreign principal.

If yes, set forth below in the required detail and separately for each forelgn principal an account of such monies, including
monies transmitted, if any, to each forelgn principal. -

Date To Whom Purpose Amount
Please see

attachment

labeled "Exp.

_Park_Feb'12.

pdf."

Total
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(b) DISBURSEMENTS-THINGS OF VALUE _
During this 6 month reporting period, have you disposed of anything of value' other than money in furtherance of or in
connection with activities on behalf of any foreign principal named in Items 7, 8 or 9 of this statement?

Yes [J No X

If yes, furnish the following information:

Date * Recipient Foreign Principal Thing of Value Purpose

(c) DISBURSEMENTS-POLITICAL CONTRIBUTIONS
During this 6 month reporting period, have you from your own funds and on your own behalf either directly or through any
other person, made any contributions of money or other things of value!! in connection with an election to any political
office, or in connection with any primary election, convention, or caucus held to select candidates for political office?

Yes X No [

If yes, furnish the following information:

Date - Amount or Thing of Value Political Organization or Candidate "Location of Event

Please see
attachment
labeled
"Contributions_P
ark_Feb'12 pdf."

10, 11 Things of value include but are not limited to gifts, interest free loans, expense free travel, favored stock purchases, exclusive rights, favored treatment over competitors,
"kickbacks" and the like.
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"V - INFORMATIONAL MATERIALS

16

.(a) During this 6 month reporting period, did you prepare, disseminate or cause to be disseminated any informational materials?'?

Yes No O
If Yes, go to Item 17.

(b) If you answered No to Item 16(a), do you disseminate any material in connection with your registration?
Yes [ No
If Yes, please forward the materials disseminated during the six month period to the Registration Unit for review.

17.

Identify each such foreign principal.
Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office in the United States

18.

During this 6 month reporting period, has any foreign principal established a budget or allocated a specified sum of money to
finance your activities in preparing or disseminating informational materials? Yes [] No

If yes, identify each such foreign principal, specify amount, and indicate for what period of time.

19. During this 6 month reporting period, did your activities in preparing, disseminating or causing the dissemination of informational -
materials include the use of any of the following: .

[J Radio or TV broadcasts [0 Magazine or newspaper ] Motion picture films i1 Letters or telegrams

[0 Advertising campaigns [1 Press releases [ Pamphlets or other publicationé [J Lectures or speeches

[ Other (specify)

Electronic Communications

Email

[J Website URL(s):

[0 Social media websites URL(s): »

U Other (specify) : : ) /

20. During this 6 month reporting period, did you disseminate or cause to be disseminated informational materials among any of

the following groups:

Public officials [] Newspapers [ Libraries
Legislators U] Editors ‘ [ Educational institutions
Government agencies . [ Civic groups or associations - B Nationality groups

[0 Other (specify)

21. What language was used in the informational materials:
(Xl English U1 Other (speciff)
22. Did you file with the Registration Unit, U.S. Department of Justice a copy of each item of such informational materials
disseminated or caused to be disseminated during this 6 month reporting period? Yes No [
23. Did you label each item of such informational materials with the statement required by Section 4(b) of the Act?
. Yes (O No
12 The term informational materials includes any oral, visual, graphic, written, or pictorial information or matter of any kind, including that published by means of advertising,

books, periodicals, newspapers, lectures, broadcasts, motion pictures, or any means or instrumentality of interstate or foreign commerce or otherwise. Informational materials
disseminated by an agent of a foreign principal as part of an activity in itself exempt from registration, or an activity which by itself would not require registration, need not be *
filed pursuant to Section 4(b) of the Act.
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VI - EXECUTION

In accordance with 28 U.S.C. § 1746, the undersigned swear(s) or affirm(s) under penalty of perjury that he/she has (they have) read

_ the information set forth in this registration statement and the attached exhibits and that he/she is (they are) familiar with the contents
thereof and that such contents are in their entirety true and accurate to the best of his/her (their) knowledge and belief, except that the
undersigned make(s) no representation as to truth or accuracy of the information contained in the attached Short Form Registration
Statement(s), if any, insofar as such information is not within his/her (their).personal knowledge.

(Date of signature) ) (Print or type name under each signature or provide electronic signature'*)

March 01,2012 /s/ Christopher P. D'Amato eSigned

13 This statement shall be signed by the individual agent, if the registrant is an individual, or by a majority of those partners, officers, directors or persons performing similar
“functions, if the registrant is an organization, except that the organization can, by power of attorney, authorize one or more individuals to execute this statement on its behalf.
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Park Strategies, LLC
_ Activity Summary for Foreign Principals

Registration No. 5908
1. Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office (TECRO)

Answerfng media questions on Taiwan arms saies

Drafting and circulating statements fnto the Congressional Record
Contacting federal officials regarding:

General Taiwan matters

U.S. arms sales to Taiwan

September 20™, 20i1 Taiwan Agricultural Trade Goodwill Mission
Republic of China “Double Ten” National Day Reception
Member/staff visits to Taiwan

Park Strategies courtesy calls on congressional staff

Meetings with Taiwan Special Representative to the United States AmbassadorJason Yuan

Taiwan military exercises
Taiwan private sector investment in New York State

Taiwan elections
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Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/01/2012 1:05:51 PM

FARA Supplemental Filing
Alfonse M. D’ Amato’s contributions

August 1%, 2011-Janaury 31%, 2012 reporting period

Paul Tonko/Paul Tonko for Congress

Scott Brown/Scptt Brown for U.S. Senate Committee

John Barrasso/Friends of John Barrasso

Joe Barton/Congressman Joe Barton Commiittee -

Richard Lugar/Friends of Dick Lugar

John Mica/Mica for Congress

Daniel Bongino/Bongino for Senate

Tom Reed/Tom Reed for Congress

John Ciotti/Citizens for Ciotti

Howard Kopel/Howard Kopel for Legislature

* Chris Browne/Friends of Christian Browne

Nassau County Republican Committee

Jerry Murphy/Committee to Elect Jerry Murphy
Chris Browne/ Friends of Christian Browne
The Victory Campaign Fund |
Daniel Bongino/Bongiﬁo for Sénate

George Maziarz/Maziarz State Senate

ReNew New York PAC

Lee Zeldin/Zeldin for Senate

Nassau County Republican Committee

ReNew America PAC

" John DeFrancisco/Citizens for DeFrancisco

$1,000
$2,500
$1,000
$1,000
$1,000
$1,000
$500
$1,000
$1,000
$300
$1,000
$1,000
$10,000
$1,000
$1,000
$500
$1,000
$10,000
$1,000
$125
$5,000
$1,000

ReNew New York PAC contributions

9/9/11
9/13/11
9/19/11
10/5/11
10/19/11
11/8/11
11/9/11
12/12/11
9/14/11
9/15/11
9/20/11
10/13/11
10/14/11
10/19/11
10/26/11
11/9/11
11/10/11
11/15/11
12/5/11
1/13/12
1/13/12
1/25/12

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit  03/01/2012 1:05:51 PM

12-8236_0048



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit  03/01/2012 1:05:51 PM

Jack Martins/Friends of Jack Martins

Linda Rosenthal/Lindé Rosenthal for Assembly
Mike Gianaris/Friends of Mike Gianaris
Kathleen Rice/Friends of Kathleen Rice

Steve Bellone/Bellone 2011

$1,100
$750
$500
$10,000

_ $5,000

ReNew America PAC contributions

Robert Menendez/Menendez for Senate

- $1,000

8/1/11
12/12/11
12/12/11
1/11/12
1/11/12

9/17/11

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit  03/01/2012 1:05:51 PM
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FARA Supplemental Filing

Armand D’ Amato’s contributions .

August 1%, 2011-Janaury 31*, 2012 reporting period

" Federal PAC:

Rénew America $5000 1/21/12

'STATE

Locust Valley Republican Comittee

Ciotti, John/Citizens for Ciotti

Cento, Rick/Committee to Elect Rick Cef,nto‘~
Republican National Committee

Jerry Murphy/Committee to Elect Jerry Murphy

Nassau County Republican Committee

- Murphy, Jerry/Committee to Elect Jerry Murphy

The Victory Campaign Fund
Lesko, Mark/Committee to Elect Mark Lesko

Zeldin, Lee/Zeldin for Senate

$125  8/27/2011
$125  9/6/2011
$1,000 9/13/2011
$1,000 10/1/2011
$2,500 10/10/2011
$500  10/16/2011
$2,500 10/20/2011
$500  10/26/2011
$50'0v '11/2/20.11‘

$500  12/5/2011

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/01/2012 1:05:51 PM
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Nassau County Republican Committee $125 1/21/12

. Ted Cruz for Senate/Ted Cruz $ 1000 12/5/11

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit  03/01/2012 1:05:51 PM
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FARA Supplemental Filing
Christopher D’Amato’s contributions

August 1%, 2011-Janaury 31%, 2012 reporting period
Crowley for Congress/ Joseph Crowley $1000 9/26/11

Friends of Dick Lugar/ Richard Lugar $ 1000 10/24/11
Tom Reed for Congress/ Tom Reed $1000 12/20/11

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit  03/01/2012 1:05:51 PM
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8/25/2011
8/25/2011
9/15/2011
9/30/2011
10/3/2011
10/3/2011
10/12/2011

 10/172011

11/02/2011
11/02/2011
12/19/2011
1/23/2012

FARA Supplemental Filing

Christopher D’ Amato’s contributions

August 1%, 2011-Janaury 31*, 2012 reporting period

$ 1,000.00
500.00
500.00

$
$
$ ,l,OO0.0Q
$ 125.00
$ 12500
$ 1,000.00

$ 250.00

- § 1,000.00

$ 3,719.29
$ 100.00
$ 1,000.00

David Weprin for Congress David Weprin
Seén Ryan for Assembly o Sean Ryan
Good Neighbors for Democrats ‘

Committee to Elect Jerry Murphy Jerry Murphy

Committee to Elect Robert Anderson Robert Anderson
Committee to Elect Glénn Choolokian Glenn Choolokian
Erie County Republican Committee
Committee to Elect Joe Maséia Joseph Mascia
NYS Democratic Committee

Erie ‘County Republican Committee
Friends of Justice Sedita Frank A. Sedita Jr.

Friends of Brian Kolb Brian Kolb

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit  03/01/2012 1:05:51 PM
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Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit  03/01/2012 1:05:51 PM

FARA Supplemental Filing

Sean King’s contributions

August 1%, 2011-Janaury 31*, 2012 reporting period -

Jerry Murphy/Committee to Elect Jerry Murphy ~ $125 10/11/11

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit  03/01/2012 1:05:51 PM
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FARA Supplemental Filing
Melvin Miller’s contributions

August 1%,2011-J aﬂaury 31%, 2012 reporting period

Rangel for Congiess
Charles Rangel |
$1000

8/3/11 -

David Weprin for Congress
David Weprin |
$500

8/14/11

Kathy Hochul for Congress
Kathy Hochul

$500

9/26/11

11/4/11 -- Friends of Mark Wéprin/Mark Weprin 11/4/11 $250
11/19/11 - Stringer 2013/ Scott M. Stringer $1000
Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee

11/21/11
$300

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit  03/01/2012 1:05:51 PM
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FARA Supplemental Filing

David Poleto’s contributions

August 1%, 2011-Janaury 31%, 2012 reporting period

9/23 Peter Molinaro/Friends of Peter Molinaro $500
10/5/2011 Town of Sullivan Republican Committee $250
10/17/2011 Jerry Murphy/Committee to Elect Jerry Murphy $500

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/01/2012 1:05:51 PM
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FARA Supplemental Filith

~ Dana Sanneman’s contributions

August 1%, 2011-Janaury 31%, 2012 reporting period

Rockville Centre, New York Committeemen’s Club $80  10/18/ 11

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit  03/01/2012 1:05:51 PM
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FARA Supplemental Filing

Gregory Serio’s contributions
August 1%, 2011-Janaury 31%, 2012 reporting period
Aug 3: Friends of Denise Sheehan
7§ 75.00

Aug 20: Republican Assembly Campaign Cmte
250.00

Oct. 11: Cmte to Elect Tom Jasciewicz
$200.00

Oct 28: Committee to Elect Jerry Murphy
$ 750.00

Nov 1: Friends of Justin Wilcox
$ 500.00

Dec 5: Friends for Election of Dean Skelos
$1,000.00 e

Dec 28: Friends of Sen. Jack Martins
$500.00 = ‘

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit  03/01/2012 1:05:51 PM
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FARA Supplemental Filing
Kraig Siracuse’s contributions

1:05:51 PM

August 1%, 2011-Janaury 31*, 2012 reporting period

August 4, 2011
The Congressman Bill Young Campaign Committee
$250.00

September 19, 2011
The Friends of Scott Brown

$1,000

September 20, 2011
Friends of Barrasso

$500

September 21, 2011
Richard Hanna For Congress
$500

October 18, 2011
Common Values PAC
$100 '

October 20, 2011
Committee to Elect Jerry Murphy
$500

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/01/2012

1:05:51 PM
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Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/01/2012 1:05:51 PM

November 15, 2011

Buerkle for Congress
$500

November 16, 2011
Tom Reed for Congress

240

December 12, 2011
Kelly PAC
$1,000

December 12, 2011

Tom Reed for Congress

$1,000

2011-Janaury 31st, 2012.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit  03/01/2012 1:05:51 PM

*No other Park Strategies staff made political contributions for the reporting period, August 1st,
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CONFIDENTIAL

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 as Amended

OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

MEMORANDUM OF INTERVIEW

IN RE: Chief of Staff to Rep. Bill Owens
REVIEW #(s): 12-8236

DATE: August 9, 2012

LOCATION: Perkins Coie

TIME: 4:20 PM to 5:30 PM (approximate)

PARTICIPANTS:  Bran Svoboda, Counsel to the Witness
Jon Berkon, Counsel to the Witness
Kedric Payne
Scott Gast

SUMMARY: The witness is the Chief of Staff to Representative Bill Owens. The OCE requested an
interview with the witness and he consented to an interview. The witness made the following statements
in response to our questioning:

1. The witness was given an 18 U.S.C. § 1001 warning and consented to an interview. The witness
declined to sign a written acknowledgement of the warning.

2. The witness currently serves as the Chief of Staff to Rep. Bill Owens and has held this position
since December 2009. Prior to that, he was the campaign manager for Rep. Owens’ campaign
for Congress during a November 2009 special election. The witness has worked on several
political campaigns, but had not worked on Capitol Hill prior to his position with Rep. Owens.

3. As Chief of Staff, the witness ensures that Rep. Owens’ Washington, DC and district offices
operate properly. He reports directly to Rep. Owens and has a significant amount of interaction
with him.

4. The witness knows Park Strategies, LLC as a lobbying firm run by former New York Senator
Alfonse D’ Amato. He has attended meetings with Park Strategies and its clients. He has also
attended a fundraising event for Rep. Owens organized by Park Strategies.

5. The witness has interacted with officials from the Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative
Office in the United States (“TECRO”), meeting with TECRO official Li-Cheh Cheng and her
boss one time. They came to the office shortly after press reports about Rep. Owens’ trip were
published. The witness also briefly interacted with a person named “Ronnie” at TECRO.

6. The witness has never interacted with anyone from the Chinese Culture University.

7. According to the witness, Rep. Owens’ senior legislative assistant was the point person for
planning Rep. Owens’ trip to Taiwan.

MOI - Page 1 of 3 OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
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CONFIDENTIAL

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 as Amended

8. The witness said that he believes the idea for the trip first came during a meeting Rep. Owens
had with TECRO officials in July or August 2011. The witness was not a part of this meeting,
but would have heard of the invitation after the meeting from the staff member who attended.
He does not recall any post-meeting discussions about the trip.

9. The witness told the OCE that there is no formal process in the office for scheduling or planning
such trips. He was aware that there was an open invitation to visit Taiwan, but no action was
taken to plan such a trip until the fall.

10. When the idea of a Taiwan trip came back up in the fall, the witness recalled discussing various
“hypotheticals,” including who would travel, when they would travel, and similar questions. The
witness recalled that one of the initial time frames considered was during Thanksgiving recess.

11. The witness was asked about contacts between him and Sean King of Park Strategies in August
2011, disclosed on Park Strategies Foreign Agents Registration Act (“FARA”) report. He
recalled receiving emails from someone at Park Strategies about the Taiwan trip, but he would
not have responded. Rather, the senior legislative assistant would have handled them. The
witness also had a vague recollection of a voicemail message from someone at Park Strategies
but could not recall what the message was.

12. The witness said that, at some point, he was aware that Park Strategies represented TECRO, but
he could not recall when he knew this.

13. The witness said that, at some point, he became aware that another Member of Congress was
also considering a trip to Taiwan. He knew that this was a “TECRO trip,” but could not recall
how he knew this.

14. The witness said that, while he did not really consider it, he thinks it was a logical conclusion to
think that Rep. Owens’ trip was a “TECRO trip.” He added that, while they did not initially
focus on who was paying for the trip, given Rep. Owens’ meeting with TECRO officials during
the summer, “presumably” the invitation to visit Taiwan had come from TECRO.

15. The witness does not recall when Rep. Owens made the decision to travel to Taiwan, but he
believes it would have been in mid-October, around the time of an October 20, 2011 email from
Sean King of Park Strategies to the witness and the senior legislative assistant, in which Mr.
King discusses a possible trip by Rep. Owens.

16. The witness said he does not recall conversations about who was sponsoring the trip at this stage
of the planning process.

17. When asked if the trip was originally planned under the Mutual Educational and Cultural
Exchange Act (“MECEA”), the witness said it was certainly possible that there were internal
discussions about the proper mechanism to do the trip. He did not remember specifically
whether, at the time, the trip was going to be conducted under MECEA.

18. The witness did not recall when he learned that Rep. Owens wished to bring his wife with him to
Taiwan, but he said that it would have been logical to discuss this as part of the “hypotheticals”
that were internally discussed when considering the trip.

MOI - Page 2 of 3 OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
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CONFIDENTIAL

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 as Amended

The witness was shown a November 3, 2011 email from the senior legislative assistant to Rep.
Owens and the witness, reporting that “D’Amato’s guys report that anytime Bill Owens is ready
for Taiwan, Taiwan is ready for Bill Owens....” The witness said that he does not recall what he
thought at the time he received the email, but he would have taken the reference to “D’Amato’s
guys” as referring to Park Strategies.

The witness was shown a November 10, 2011 email from the senior legislative assistant to Rep.
Owens and the witness, reporting on a conversation with the Committee on Ethics about the
Taiwan trip. The witness said that he remembers Rep. Owens asking whether his wife could
attend, based on the fact that she had been allowed to attend his previous trip to Israel. He said it
was possible that the conversation with the Ethics Committee related to the question of whether
his wife could travel with him to Taiwan.

The witness said that he first heard of the Chinese Culture University right before the trip when
the travel disclosure forms were prepared for filing with the Committee on Ethics.

The witness could not recall when he learned that the Chinese Culture University would be
serving as the private sponsor of Rep. Owens trip — as the witness put it, “when the switch had
been flipped, so to speak.”

The witness said he would have seen the invitation letter from the University, dated November
29, 2011, shortly after the office had received it.

The witness reiterated that he had no contact with the University either before or after receiving
the invitation letter, nor does he recall any discussions about the University around the time of
receiving the invitation letter.

The witness said the Rep. Owens’ senior legislative assistant would have been the staff member
responsible for preparing the travel disclosure forms. He said that Rep. Owens would have
reviewed the forms before they were filed.

This memorandum was prepared on August 22, 2012 after the interview was conducted on August 9,

2012.

I certify that this memorandum contains all pertinent matter discussed with the witness on

August 9, 2012.

Scott Gast
Investigative Counsel

MOI -
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_ Boughtin, Jon

From: Boughtin, Jon

Sent: Tuesday, November 01, 2011 2:26 PM
To: ‘Sean King'

Subject: RE: Taiwan-F16 Lefter

Funny you should ask! Literally just got word from the boss that he's interested in going either jan 4 —~7 orJan 11 —14. }
believe his preference is for the former, but | have relayed the election angle and really either would work. Likewise, hie
would welcome Mr. Hanna coming along, for sure.

Two things | wanted to ask. First, is staff welcome on the trip, and if soc how many? Second, can you send me a (rough, |
know) agenda for what would take place on his trip over there? Just something I can share with the boss to let him
know what it is he would be doing with his time over there. Really ¥'d tike to be able to show him likely flight options,
give him a sense of how long he’d be there and what meetings might take place.

Thanks Sean! Talk soon, -jon

From: Sean King [ parkstrategies.com]
Sent: Tuesday, November 01, 2011 1:36 PM

To: Boughtin, Jon
Cc: JOHN ZAGAME
}ubject: RE: Taiwan-F16 Letter

This material is distributed by Park Strategies, LL.C on behalf of the Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office in
the United States. Additional information is available at the Department of Justice, Washington, D.C.

lon, are you looking at any particular time when Rep. Owens might visit Taiwan? | know Rep. Hanna's fairly open to a
trip as well. Asa reminder, the election’s January 14™ and would be a great time to be there. Thanks, Jon.

From: Boughtin, Jon [mailto:Jon.Boughtin@mail.house.gov]
Sent: Monday, October 31, 2011 9:48 AM

To: Sean King

Subject: RE: Taiwan-F16 Letter

Sure makes life easier! Thanks Sean

From: Sean King [ G parkstrategies.com]
Sent: Monday, October 31, 2011 9:45 AM

To: Boughtin, Jon

Subject: RE: Taiwan-F16 Letter

This material is distributed by Park Strategies, LLC on behalf of the Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office in
the United States. Additional information is available at the Department of lustice, Washington, D.C.

xES, it would be. Thanks, Jon.

Sean King | Park Strategies | www.parkstrategies.com
101 Park Avenue | New York, NY 10178 | USA

B +1 (212) ss3 IS +1 (212) 883-5643 | X g parkstrategies.com
Suite 211, 2F, #97, Dunhua S. Rd., Sec. 2 [ Taipei | Taiwan, R.O.C.

& +886 (2) 7711 I >+ 886 (2) 7711-7288
1 01-000052
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From: Boughtin, Jon [Jon.Boughtin@mail.house.gov]
Yent: Monday, October 31, 2011 09:43

fo: Sean King

Subject: RE: Taiwan-F16 Letter

Hey Sean, trying to get our ducks in a row on this. Just making sure, this trip would be covered under the Mutual
Education and Cultural Exchange Act [MECA), right?

From: Sean King [INIEERC parkstrategies.com]
Sent: Wednesday, October 26, 2011 12:05 PM

To: Boughtin, Jon
Cc: jzagameny@msn.com'; Katz, Bradiey
Subject: RE: Taiwan-F16 Letter

This material is distributed by Park Strategies, LLC on behalf of the Taipei Cconomic and Cultural Representative Office in
the United States. Additional information is available at the Department of Justice, Washington, D.C.

Dear Jon,

Thanks for your note. Ive heard around the House won’t be in session afterthe holidays until January 17™ but let’s talk
more as we learn more.

As you know, Park Strategies, 1LC, Senator D’Amato and | are registered with the U.5. Department of Justice, under the
Foreign Agents Registration Act, as agents on behalif of our client, the Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative
Office (TECRO) in the United States.

Best wishes,
Sean King

From: Boughtin, Jon [mailto:Jon.Boughtin@mail.house.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, October 25, 2011 3:38 PM

To: Sean King

Cc: T @ msn.com’; Katz, Bradley

Subject: RE: Taiwan-F16 Letter

Sean, | apologize for just now getting back with you. We're constrained from scheduling Q1 events until we get the
Congressional schedule for next year, but | know the boss is still interested in the trip if we can make it work. 'm happy
to stay in touch with you though as we get some insights on what that’s going to look like, and hopefully we can make
this happen sooner rather than later. Thanks for being patient, we'll plan to talk soon. Best,

-Jon

From: Sean King [ @parkstrategies.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 20, 2011 6:08 PM
To: Boughtin, Jon

Cc: G sn.com’; Katz, Bradiey
Subject: RE: Taiwan-F16 Letter

This material is distributed by Park Strategies, LLC on behalf of the Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office in
the United States. Additional information is available at the Department of Justice, Washington, B.C.

Dear Brad and Jon,

2 01-000053
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Congressman Tom Reed {R-NY) just returned yesterday from Taiwan, and { wanted to share with you his itinerary {please
see attached). This gives Mr. Owens a rough idea of what he might expect if he goes. It can be adjusted as per his needs
ind wishes to incorporate whatever other stops, or meetings, he might want to make. You might also want to speak
with Mr. Reed’s Chief of Staff, Jay Dutcher, who accompanied him on the trip, just to get his take on the experience.

Jon, | remember you mentioning the first half of fanuary as a possible time when Mr. Owens might consider visiting
Taiwan. As discussed, Taiwan's legislative and presidential elections will be held on Saturday, January 14" and Taiwan
officials have no problem at all with Members visiting at that time. In fact, they think it’d be one of the more interesting
times for them to be there.

We look forward to discussing this possibie trip with you further. Asyou know, Park Strategies, LLC, Senator D’Amato
and | are registered with the U.S. Department of Justice, under the Foreign Agents Registration Act, as agents on behalf
of our client, the Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office (TECRO) in the United States.

Best wishes,

Sean King | Park Strategies | www.parkstrategies.com
101 Park Avenue | New York, NY 10178 | USA

B+1 (212) ss3 S+ (212) 883-5643 [ @parkstrategies.com
Suite 211, 2F, #97, Dunhua 8. Rd,, Sec. 2 | Taipel | Taiwan, R.0.C.

K +886 (2) 7711 S +886 (2) 7711-7288

From: Boughtin, Jon [mailto:Jon.Boughtin@mail.house.gov]
Sent: Monday, October 03, 2011 9:18 AM

To: Sean King

Cc: G sh-com’

Subject: RE: Taiwan-F16 Letter

Hey John, checking back in. Any info you can provide on TSMC vis a vis the Governor's announcement last week? |
wanna make sure Bill's briefed before the event this week if at all possible. Thanks as always,

-Jon

3 01-000054
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_ Boughtin, Jon

rrom: Boughtin, Jon

Sent: Thursday, November 10, 2011 2:49 PM
To: Owens, William

Ce: Katz, Bradley

Subject: Ethics Followup

iust got off the phone w/ ethics. As to question 1., can a 20 year friend and business associate offer to pay for Jane to-
come out of his own pocket: The attorney thought it was possible, but the answer is complicated because you are there
in your capacity as a Member on a MECA trip and not on your own time, so we need written approval from the
Committee. Per her instructions, | am preparing a letter we will show to you that details the nature of your relationship
with Sam, the nature of the trip and the nature of the gift. If you can supply me with Sam’s full name that's probably ali |
need to get you a draft.

As for question 2, she did not believe off the top of her head that fane could shadow you but this has more to do with
the nature of MECA trips than it does House Ethics. She is going to contact their in-house MECA expert to get the
statute from him, and 1 told her we'd need to see language confirming yes or no. As she explained it, the State Dept. has
separate MECA agreements with every country, and so they wouid need to look at the language detailing our agreement
with Taiwan to find out. They're working on this now and 'l have language either today or Monday.

Either way, I'll begin drafting the letter and we can discuss when we've got all our ducks in a row.
Jon Boughtin

:nior Legislative Assistant
Office of Rep. Bill Owens

1 01-000061
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~Boughtin, Jon

< FOIm: Boughtin, Jon

Sent: Monday, November 28, 2011 8:54 AM
To: ‘Li-Chih Cheng'

Subject: RE: Li-Chih from Taiwan

Li-Chih, | apologize for the delay but we are just now getting back to the office from the holiday. The travelers are
William Lewis Owens and his wife, Jane Owens. They intend to travel from Burlington, VT — Los Angeles, - Taipei -~ Los
Angeles - Burlington, VT if that is a possibility still. The dates we are currently looking at are to leave Burlington on the
27" returning on 31%.

Thank you again for your timely assistance. Look forward to working with you! -Jon

From: NN o omail.com [ o mail.com] On Behalf OF Li-Chih Cheng

Sent: Tuesday, November 22, 2011 6:36 PM
To: Boughtin, Jon
Subject: Li-Chih from Taiwan

Hi Jon,

It was very nice meeting you this afternoon in your office. I look forward to working with you on
Congressman's visit to Taiwan in the end of the year!

/e heard that the House might adjourned on Dec. 15 or 16, if so, we will need to provide documents to Ethic
Committee early next week in order to get approval. I need your kind help here in order to find a private
sponsor in the coming days! Below are information I will need your help--

1. Please provide me with traveller's full names

2. Cities of departure-~destination-- return: for ex. Washington D.C.--Taipei--Washington D.C.

3. Travel dates: December 27, 2011-January 1, 2012 ? (We would recommend providing longer period and we
can cut short later)

So far above three are the most needed information I would need for tomorrow, but I am sure you will hear a lot
from me in the coming weeks--vice versa!

Best,
Li-Chih

Li-Chih Cheng
Officer, Congressional Liaison Division
Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office (TECRO)
4201 Wisconsin Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20016, USA
202.895. 1 (O)
I C)

2.244.3046 (F)

1 01-000068
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ngghtin, Jon

From: Boughtin, Jon

Sent: Tuesday, November 15, 2011 12:33 PM
To: 'Sean King'

Subject: RE: Frank Lee

Gotcha. I actually spoke with Benson yesterday but I'll direct my followup q's to Frank.

~~~~~~ Original Message-----

From: Sean King [IIIEEEEE: 2 kstrategies. com]
Sent: Tuesday, November 15, 2811 18:53 AM

To: Boughtin, Jon
Subject: Frank Lee

This material is distributed by Park Strategies, LLC on behalf of the Taipei Economic and
Cultural Representative Office in the United States. Additional information is available at
the Department of Justice, Washington, D.C.

Jon,

Benson Wang's boss, Frank Lee, ask that you call HIM. Bensgn may be out, etc. Frank can be
reached at (202) 895-HE.

As you know, Park Strategies, LLC, Senator D’Amato and I are registered with the U.S.
Department of Justice, under the Foreign Agents Registration Act, as agents on behalf of our
client, the Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office (TECRO) in the United States.

Thanks,
Sean King

1 01-001104
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,Boughtin, Jon

crom: Boughtin, Jon

Sent: Monday, November 21, 2011 8:42 AM
To: . ‘Sean King'

Subject: Update

Sorry for the back and forth Sean but looks like we have our dates. The boss and his wife are looking to travel to Taiwan
beginning on December 27". I'll reach out to Mr. Frank Lee about the details but wanted to let you know. Thanks!

Jon Boughtin
Senior Legislative Assistant
Office of Rep. Bill Owens

1 01-000064
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B&gghtin, Jon

From: Boughtin, Jon

Sent: Tuesday, November 22 2011 5:08 PM
To: d@mall house. gov'

Subject: Re: Taiwan

Ok, don't et it happen again

From: Owens, William

Sent: Tuesday, November 22, 2011 05:067 PM
To: Boughtin, Jon

Subject: Re: Taiwan

Accident
Sorry

From: Boughtin, Jon

Sent: Tuesday, November 22, 2011 05:04 PM
To: Owens, William

Subject: Re: Taiwan

Just got a call from you that dropped. Figured it was an accident, you all set?

om: Owens, William
Sent: Tuesday, November 22, 2011 03:50 PM
Fo: Boughtin, Jon
Subject: Re: Taiwan

Nice

From: Boughtin, Jon
Sent: Tuesday, November 22, 2011 03:48 PM

To: Owens, William; Brad Katz <BIIENEEE 0 ail.com>
Cc: Belden, Craig

Subject: Taiwan

Just sat down with the folks from the Embassy to do a rough outline of the trip. What they sketched out would have you
leaving from Burlington for Los Angeles on the morning of the 27" You would then fly from Los Angeles to Taipel, which
would get you there at essentially 8pm on Wednesday night their time. Thursday-Saturday Taipei time would be for
your itinerary, and you would fly back Sunday morning Taipei time, getting you back to New York Sunday evening, Dec.
31", as if by magic.

Because of the Jan 14 elections in Taiwan, they believe it is going to be difficult to get you in a meeting with their

President/Premier or the Taiwanese Speaker, but they're going 1o try. Either way, they've offered time with the

ministers of economic affairs (to discuss trade / econ. Development in NY), Defense, and finance. They're also looking at

having you take a train down to one of their major ports for a Homeland Security type briefing on how they protect
_ainst hazardous materials, chemicais, etc. More to come.

Let me know if you have any initial questions. We should have the ethics forms early next week for you to review, and a
more formal itinerary as well.

1 01-000066
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Boughtin, Jon

rrom:; Boughtin, Jon

Sent: Monday, November 28, 2011 10:29 AM
To: ‘Sean King' :

Cc: JOHN ZAGAME

Subject: RE: Update

Right, likely the 27th to the 3ist. S -

————— Original Message-----

From: Sean King || o2rkstrategies. com]
Sent: Monday, November 28, 2811 10:29 AM

To: Boughtin, Jon

Cc: JOHN ZAGAME

Subject: RE: Update

This material is distributed by Park Strategies, LLC on behalf of the Taipei Economic and
Cultural Representative Office in the United States. Additional information is available at
the Department of Justice, Washington, D.C.

Thanks, Jon. So, you're still looking at those last few days in December?

wwwww Original Message--~---
From: Boughtin, Jonh [mailto:Jon.Boughtin@mail.house.gov]
“=nt: Monday, November 28, 20611 18:18 AM
J: Sean King
Subject: RE: Update

So far so good! T think the Embassy has what they need from us so far, but I'il let you know
when I know more.

~~~~~ Original Message
From: Sean King (| arkstrategies. com]
Sent: Monday, November 28, 2011 6:43 AM

To: Boughtin, Jon

Subject: Re: Update

This material is distributed by Park Strategies, LLC on behalf of the Taipei Economic and
Cultural Representative Office in the United States. Additional information is available at
the Department of Justice, Washington, D.C.

Jon,

How's the trip planning going? I'm back in our New York office today. Call me if you need us,
thanks.

As you know, Park Strategies, LLC, Senator D’Amato and I are registered with the U.S.
Department of Justice, under the Foreign Agents Registration Act, as agents on behalf of our
client, the Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office (TECRO) in the United States.

_est wishes,
Sean King

————— Original Message -----
From: Boughtin, Jon <Jon.Boughtin@mail.house.gov>

1 01-000069
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To: Sean King

Sent: Mon Nov 21 89:42:27 2911

‘ubject: Update

Sorry for the back and forth Sean but looks like we have our dates. The boss and his wife

are looking to travel to Taiwan beginning on December 27th. 1’11 reach out to Mr. Frank Lee
about the details but wanted to let you know. Thanks!

Jon Boughtin
Senior Legislative Assistant

Office of Rep. Bill Owens

2 01-000070
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Boughtin, Jon

From: Boughtin, Jon

Sent: Tuesday, December 06, 2011 10:04 AM

To: 'Ken Chong'

Subject: RE: ltinerary from China Airlines Lid.--domestic

Thanks. Just to be sure, is this for one ticket or for both tickets?

From: Ken Chong [IIIIIEEEERG oail.com]
Sent: Monday, December 05, 2011 5:18 PM

To: Boughtin, Jon
€Cc: Li-Chih Cheng
Subject: Re: Htinerary from China Airfines Ltd.-~-domestic

Jon,

The price that we will send invoice to TECRO is apporkimately

USD$8655 + tax $357.30 = USD$9011.80.

When we issue the tickets the price may differ a bit due to the exchange rate with CAD.

Because congressman & his wife are departing from Canada, so the airfare must be based on CAD and the
exchange rate with USD on the ticket issuing day.

Ken

On Mon, Dec 5, 2011 at 4:49 PM, Boughtin, Jon <Jon.Boughtin@mail.house.gov> wrote:

Thanks Ken. Can you also send me the pricing so | can add it to our ethics form please?

From: Ken Chong (G o mail.com]
Sent: Monday, December 05, 2011 4:39 PM

To: Boughtin, Jon

Subject: Re: Itinerary from China Airlines Lid.—-domestic

Dear Jon,
Below is the air itinerary for Congressman Owens & wife to Taiwan trip.

Please get me their Air Canada and Delta Airlines (partnered with China Airlines) frequent flyer numbers to
earn miles.

Also an E-TKT confirmation will be emailed to you a week before the departure date.
Let me know if you have quetion.

01-000282

12-8236_0083



EXHIBIT 14

12-8236_0084



Boughtin, Jon

From: G iccro.us

Sent; Tuesday, December 08, 2011 7:68 PM
To: Boughtin, Jon

Subject: Re: Private Sponsor Travel Form

Ok Jon! Thanks and let me know if problems occur. For your information, I sent a cable back to Taipei
yesterday, and my colleagues should start piitting up this program already. Usually it wiil take them sometime
to confirm all the meeting times and meeting officials, and I will surely let you know about the set program as
soon as they cable back.

It seems that Ken has booked domestic and international flights and have sent those info to you, and he should
be emailing you the E-TKTs either next week or the next one. If you don't hear from him for too long, please
shoot us an email.

As for a briefing time on Taiwan, I'm still waiting for Frank's next week schedule.
Have a good night,

Li-Chih
Sent from my Verizon Wireless BlackBerry

From: "Boughtin, Jon" <Jon.Boughtin@mail house.gov>
Date: Tue, 6 Dec 2011 12:44:32 -0500

To: I tecro.os' | @tccro.vs>

Subject: RE: Private Sponsor Travel Form

Hm, that may work after all. I'd just assume get it in and make corrections later anyhow so we're in the system ahead of
the 14 day requirement, so this is probably fine as it is. Thanks Li-Chih, I'll let you know!

T ——— r——

Sent: Tuesday, December 06, 2011 12:33 PM
To: Boughtin, Jon
Subject: Re: Private Sponsor Travel Form

Hey Jon,

I remember on the form we typed New York City (Washington DC or cities close to the District). Would you
ask Ethics Committee if this is ok? If they say no, I will send another form to Taipei immediately to have them
re-sign the form. It will take about two days to get this done.

Let me know! [ appreciate your help!
Yours,

Li-Chih
Sent from my Verizon Wireless BlackBerry

From: "Boughtin, Jon" don.Boughtin@maii.housé.gov>
Date: Tue, 6 Dec 2011 10:11:58 -0500

Fo: IR @tccro.us <@ tecro.us>

Subject: Private Sponsor Travel Form 01-000644
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Hey Li-Chih, it just occurred to me looking at these forms that we’ll need an updated form to reflect that the
Congressman is departing from Maontreali instead of New York City. Sorry for the trouble, but when you can get that my

way | will be ready to submit everything to ethics. Thank you!

Jon Boughtin
Senior Legislative Assistant
Office of Rep. Bill Owens

This message has been scanned for viruses and
dangerous content by MailScanner, and is
believed to be clean.

This message has been scanned for viruses and
dangerous content by MailScanner, and is
believed to be clean.

01-000645
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Boughtin, Jon

From: Boughtin, Jon

Sent: Wednesday, December 14, 2011 4:12 PM
To: 'Li-Chih Cheng'

Subject: RE: Documents prepared for Taiwan

Hi Li-Chih, nice seeing you again today. I'll go ahead and get this done. Two quick questions: First, which type of visa are
they applying fot? Is'it a visitor visa or & courtesy visa? ™~ T o

Second, are the passport photos entirely necessary and/or would a photocopy of their passport work as wel? Unless
they have extras sitting at home, it could take me some time to get original passport photos and my concern is { would
miss the window. Let me know and we’ll move forward. Thanksi

From: [ oail.com [ o 2il.com] On Behalf Of Li-Chih Cheng
Sent: Wednesday, December 14, 2011 9:45 AM

To: Boughtin, Jon

Subject: Documents prepared for Taiwan

Hey Jon,

Please provide me with:

1. Valid passports

2. Visa Application Forms (attached in this email again, please kindly fill it out)
3. Two passport sized photos

1 am leaving for Taiwan on 22nd, Thursday, so it would be great to have these done before Tuesday or
Wednesday. Also [ am preparing the potential meeting for President Ma and Congressman, I will let you know

if I need anything from you. Currently we have not heard back from Taipei on the official programs, I think
they are trying to figure out President's, Ministers' schedules. I will keep you posted.

Your friend from Taiwan,
Li-Chih

01-000333
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Boughtin, Jon

From: B Gtccro.us

Sent; Tuesday, December 20, 2011 1115 AM
To: Boughtin, Jon

Subject: Re: Schedule

I can't think of any reasons that should prevent Congressman from discussing TSMC piece with American
Chamber of Commerce, . A )

Please let Congressman know that they should prepare a smaller overnight travel bag for Kaohsiung. They can
leave their bigger luggages in Taipei's hotel.

Also the host of this trip is Chinese Culture University--just a kind reminder.
Thanks,

Li-Chih
Sent from my Verizon Wireless BlackBerry

From: "Boughtin, Jon" <Jon.Boughtin@mail.house.gov>
Date: Tue, 20 Dec 2011 11:04:09 -0500

To: 'Li-Chih Cheng'<|}} Il @tecro.us>
Subject: RE: Schedule

Li-Chih, this is great. Thank you for sending so quickly. It's unfortunate that the TSMC piece will not work, but in your
estimation would TSMC's partnership with the State of New York be an appropriate topic of conversation for the
Congressman’s meeting with the Chamber of Commerce? 1 think #t's something he would like to discuss with them
unless there is a reason not to.

i'l send this on to the Ethics Committee today and get you back a letter asapl Thanks, -lon

From: G o ai.com G 2 .com] On Behalf Of Li-Chih Cheng
Sent: Tuesday, December 20, 2011 10:57 AM

To: Boughtin, Jon
Subject: Re: Schedule

Hi Jon,

I attached the file in this email, but in case you have problem open i, | also pasted it as below. Please
let me know if you have any questions. Unfortunately, TSMC senior level staff are on vacation
because it is the end of the year, therefore my colleague in Taipei is unable to set up a meeting at
TSMC. We apologize for that.

Sincerely,
Li-Chih

01-000694
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XEBARZERLE
HETEER
Tentative Itinerary of the visit by Hon. William Lewis “Bill” Owens

and Mrs. Owens

to the Republic of China (Taiwan)

December 28—31, 2011

hERB-BF+-A=1+N\H (EH=)

Wednesdav, December 28, 2011

20:50 [y sech B 2R 005 B HARIE B

Arrive at Taiwan Taoyuan International Airport via China Airlines
CI-005

AZ AR A Case Officer . BWEE 5 Mr. Colin KAO

| EFHCe Phone :
B"E | ALAEERE

Aderir b ig " B415%
RON iGrand Formosa Regent Taipei

41 Chung Shan North Road, Sec. 2, Taipei, Taiwan

Tel: +886-2-2523 1

Fax: +886-2-2523-2828

F-BET-HA=1ThB (E#EM)
X 01-000695
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Thursday, December 29, 2011

0930 g 5 g ERRT)

_ [Reserved for President Ma

1030\ ZempasRnEs

Call on Hon. Dr. Nian-zu YANG, Vice Minister , Ministry of
National Defense (MND)

1200 megmEnE R RER(SHEE) TBD

Call on Hon. Dr. Hwang, Jung-Chiou (TBD)

Vice Minister, Ministry of Economic Affairs (MOEA)
41 mavERAREERMERLE

Call on Hon. SHUAI, Hua-Ming, Legislator, Member of Foreign
Affairs and National Defense Committee, Legislative Yuan

1530 |xmaAReatHERmE

Briefing by the American Institute in Taiwan /Taipei Office(AIT/T)

548 A Contact : Diane Johnston 02-2162- 1N
1630 maalitEEEe

Call at American Chamber of Commerce in Taipei
1800yt ABRESREMRRRMEEHGRE

Dinner hosted by Dr. Chin Hu CHANG, Board Chairman of
Chinese Culture University and Dr. WU, Wann Yih, President of
of Chinese Culture University

20:54 eSS R I BAE o

Depart for Zuoying, Kaohsiung via Taiwan High Speed Rail No.
255

01-000696

12-8236_0092



22:30

KEE
| Arrive at Zuoying, Kaohsiung
®wE EERE
Ak ST RE T B20287 |
RON Ambassador Hotel Kaohsiung -‘

Phone : +886-7-211- 18
Fax : +886-7-201-0348
ADD : 202 Min Sheng 2nd RD., Kaohsiung, Taiwan, R.O.C.

FERBE-BFT-A=1TH (EHH)

Friday, December 30, 2011

09:30

BHEEBEER

Visit Zuoying Navy Base

:11:0{)

SUSHBRE THERLHE, & OSHE, ER

Call at Kaohsiung Customs Office for CSI /Mega-Port Project

13:30

EEEE18E X EZE AL

15:06

Ak

Arrive in Taipei

118:00

AENAREEBRER

Call on H.E. Timothy YANG, Foreign Minister, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs

01-000697
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?wm AxBEBERS

 Dinner hosted by Foreign Minister YANG

hERBE-HET-HA=+—8 ( 2HA)

Saturday, December 31. 2011

1000 |merE s EwR

V_isit Na‘_cion_al Pal_ac_:e Muse_um

1500\ gmhriisy

Visit Chiang Kai-Shek Memorial Hall

16:00  zzgm k101

_Tour Taipei 101 Financial Center

'%19:00 e

Dinner at_leisure

2300 gm0 IEE

Depart Taipei via CI-032

On Mon, Dec 18, 2011 at 5:32 PM, Boughtin, Jon <Jon.Boughtin@mail.house.gov> wrote:

Great! Thanks again Li-Chih-

From: NG ecro.us | G tocro.us]

Sent: Monday, December 19, 2011 5:32 PM
To: Boughtin, Jon

Subject: Re: Schedule 01-000698
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Hey Jon,

Thanks for the email and please forgive my late response. 1 did call MOFA Taiwan last night and tell them to
send me the schedules. My colleague said everything is set up, but my bosses are reviewing the whole itinerary-
-they value Congressman's visit very highly. I will call Taipei tonight again and see if they can expedite.

- T'will let my colleagues know about Congressman's possible meetings on Saturday too.

Talk to you soon,
Li-Chih

Sent from my Verizon Wireless BlackBerry

From: "Boughtin, Jon" <Jon.Boughtin@mail.house.gov>

Date: Mon, 19 Dec 2011 12:12:16 -0500

To: NG ccro.vs'< NG tccro.us>
Subject: Schedule

Hi Li-Chih, hope you had a nice weekend. | just got off the phone with the ethics commitiee and they
are almost done with our file, except that they need a complete itinerary with times for what the
Congressman is doing, including times for when meetings might occur. Do you think that's something

we can get them by tomorrow? That's really when they need it to complete their work.

if it heips at all, | believe the Congressman is going to try a_lnd fit 2 meetings into that final day
separate from the schedule you all put together for him, so | would think the earlier he can leave his
hotel for the Port event, the better.

Thanks as always! We’'ll talk soon. -Jon

Jon Boughtin

6 01-000699
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Senior Legislative Assistant

Office of Rep. Bill Owens

This message has been scanned for viruses and
dangerous content by MailScanner, and is
believed to be clean.

This message has been scanned for viruses and
dangerous content by MailScanner, and is

believed to be clean.

Li-Chih Cheng

Officer, Congressional Liaison Division

Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office (TECRO)
4201 Wisconsin Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20016, USA
202.895 1 (O)

I (C)

202.244.3046 (F)

This message has been scanned for viruses and
dangerous content by MailScanner, and is
believed to be clean.
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CONFIDENTIAL

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 as Amended

OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

MEMORANDUM OF INTERVIEW

IN RE: Witness with Knowledge of Representative Owens’ Air Travel
REVIEW #(s): 12-8236
DATE: August 15, 2012
LOCATION: By Telephone
TIME: 3:00 PM (approximate)
PARTICIPANTS:  Omar Ashmawy
Scott Gast

SUMMARY: The witness is a person with knowledge of Representative Bill Owens’ and his wife’s air
travel arrangements for a trip to Taiwan in December 2011/January 2012. The OCE requested an
interview with the witness and he consented to an interview. The witness made the following statements
in response to our questioning:

1. The witness was given an 18 U.S.C. § 1001 warning and consented to an interview. The witness
declined to sign a written acknowledgement of the warning, but was advised that the law applied
to the interview notwithstanding the decision not to sign.

2. The witness stated that the Taiwan Ministry of Foreign Affairs paid for Representative Owens’
and his wife’s air travel on China Airlines for the trip to Taiwan.

This memorandum was prepared on August 22, 2012 after the interview was conducted on August 15,
2012. I certify that this memorandum contains all pertinent matter discussed with the witness on August
15, 2012.

Scott Gast
Investigative Counsel

MOI —Page 1 of 1 OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
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EXHIBIT 18

12-8236_0099



Gast, Scott </0=U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE

From: GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=SCOTT.GAST>

Sent: Monday, July 16, 2012 10:37 AM

To: Ashmawy, Omar <Omar.Ashmawy@mail.house.gov>; Payne, Kedric
<Kedric.Payne@mail.house.gov>; Payne, Kedric <Kedric.Payne@mail.house.gov>; Wright,
Nate <Nate.Wright@mail.house.gov>

Subject: FW: Bill Request

From: fihregent.com [ G fihregent.com]

Sent: Monday, July 16, 2012 10:36 AM
To: Gast, Scott
Subject: RE: Bill Request

Dear Mr Gast,

| just remembered some conversation they asked while made the booking last year. Ministry of Foreign Affairs talked about the
Chinese Culture University while made the reservation and | guess you might wish to know this information. They advised us to charge
the official special rate which we provide to Ministry of Foreign Affairs first and | do not know how did they finalize the payment later.
They advised me through the phone calls and there is no certain data to review. | am not sure who should | contact from them on this
matter but | suggest you can contact the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for the further information.

Thank you.

Karen

Karen Chu&#i#5 Senior Sales Manager i F3 i a8an

Regent Taipei

No. 3, Lane 39, Section 2, Chung Shan N. Rd., Taipei 104, Taiwan ROC
Tel +886 2 2522 [JlIFax +886 2 2543 1843 Cel +

Email NG regent.com

Sitevww regenttaipei.com  wyww, regenthotels com

BEIJING | BERLIN | SINGAPORE | TAIPEI | TURKS AND CAICOS | ZAGREB

o5
¥4Save a tree. Don't print this e-mail unless it's really necessary.

From: "Gast, Scott" <Scott Gast@mail house gov>

To. G hsgsnt.com” <IN hsgent com>
Date:  2012/07/13F4F 1103
Subject: RE: Bill Request

Karen,

Thank you for your email. Could you provide us with the data you reviewed, or the names of any individuals with whom you spoke, that led you to
provide this additional information?

RT_004
12-8236_0100



Thank you,

Scott Gast, Investigative Counsel
Office of Cangressional Ethics
U.S. House of Representatives
425 3rd Street SW, Suite 1110
Washington, DC 20024

(202) 226

From: I fihregent.com [N fihregent.com]

Sent: Friday, July 13, 2012 7:44 AM
To: Gast, Scott
Subject: RE: Bill Request

Dear Mr Gast,

After checking my data, kindly correct that Mr Owens invited by Chinese Culture University but not the Ministry of Foreign Affair.
However, regarding to Mr Owens is a significant guest and Chinese Culture University requests Ministry of Foreign Affair to help taking
care of him while stayed in Taipei. Ministry of Foreign Affair settle the payment with us first but | think that Chinese Culture University

settle with Ministry of Foreign Affair later.

Sorry the incorrect information in the previous email. Thank you for your time and attention.

With warmest regards,
Karen

Karen ChuZeiii#s Senior Sales Managersds ZEErsse

Regent Taipei

No. 3, Lane 39, Section 2, Chung Shan N. Rd., Taipei 104, Taiwan ROC
Tel +886 2 2522 IFax +886 2 2543 1643 cel + I
Emai IR hregent. com

Sitewww.regenttaipel.com  yeww.regenthotels. cam

BEIJING | BERLIN | SINGAPORE | TAIPEI | TURKS AND CAICOS | ZAGREB

B
WiiSave a tree. Don't print this e-mail unless it's really necessary.

From: “"Gast, Scolt" <Scott. Gast@mail. house. gov>

To. G hrecent.com” <G Hregent. com>
Date:  2012/07M2F4F 1015
Subject: RE: Bill Request

Karen,

Thank you very much for your assistance with this matter. We will let you know if we need any additional information.

Scott Gast, Investigative Counsel
Office of Congressional Ethics
U.S. House of Representatives
425 3rd Street SW, Suite 1110
Washington, DC 20024

(202) 226

RT_005
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From: I fihregent.com (G fihregent.com]

Sent: Thursday, July 12, 2012 6:01 AM
To: Gast, Scott

Cc SN © fihregent.com
Subject: Re: Bill Request

Dear Mr Gast,

Greetings from Regent Taipei.
| would like to introduce myself as the sales contact of Ministry of Foreign Affairs which invited Mr Owens to visit Taipei last December.

Based on your advising, Mr Owen's room payment settled by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The rest charges settled by himself as
attached file for your reference. Kindly advised us if there is any further information we may provide or assist. Thank you very much.

With warmest regards,
Karen

Karen Chuskfists Senior Sales ManagerZn g rEan s

Regent Taipei

No. 3, Lane 39, Section 2, Chung Shan N. Rd., Taipei 104, Taiwan ROC
Tel +886 2 2522 I Fax +886 2 2543 1643 cel | NG
Emai NG hrecent. com

Siteawwaw. regenttaipel.com  www.regenthotels com

BEIJING | BERLIN | SINGAFORE | TAIPEI | TURKS AND CAICOS | ZAGREB

E&ave a tree. Don't print this e-mail unless it's really necessary.

From: "Gast, Scott” <Scott. Gast@mail. house gov>
To R v=gentcom <G Thiegent com>

Date: 07/12/2012 09:24
Subject: Bill Request

Per our telephone conversation today, | am a requesting a capy of the hotel bill, including information as to how the bill was paid, for
the following guest:

U.S. Representative Bill Owens
Check-in on December 28, 2011
Check-out an December 31, 2011

Thanks you for your assistance

Scott Gast

Office of Cangressional Ethics

United States House of Representatives
425 Third Street, SW

Washigton, DC 20024

(202) 22611

RT_006
12-8236_0102



EXHIBIT 19

12-8236_0103



Boughtin, Jon

From: Boughtin, Jon

Sent: Friday, December 23, 2011 11:.47 AM
To: Matthews, Scott

Subject: FW:

Attachments: 20111223115735345, pdf

- One more thing to print for the Honorable. Thanks Scott!

~~~~~ Original Message-----

From: Boughtin, Jon

Sent: Friday, December 23, 2011 11:58 AM
To: Boughtin, IJon

Subject:

This E-mail was sent from "RNPB58873" (8865).

Scan Date: 12.23.2011 11:57:35 (-8508)
Queries to: NYZ23scanner@mail.house,gov

1 01-000430
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Memo
The visit of Rep. and Mrs. Bill Owens to the Republic of China
(Taiwan) (December 28 to 31, 2011)

Welcome aboard! Please read this memo carefully and keep it at hand for
reference.

A. Preparation for the trip

1. Air Passage: = o

a. Qutbound: Fly from Los Angeles to Taipei through:

CI 005, 13:55, Tuesday December 27; Arrive in Taipei at 20:50,
Wednesday, December 28
Inbound: Fly from Taipei to Vancouver through:
C1 032, 23:30, Saturday, December 31; Arrive in Vancouver at
18:05, Saturday, December 31
Note for domestic: AC 797 from YUL-DORVAL to LAX at 08:05,
Tuesday December 27, arrive 11:15 the same day. Returning by
AC 182 from Vancouver to YUL-DORVAL at 23:30 Saturday
. December 31, arrive 07:15 Sunday January 1, 2012

b. When getting your ticket, please check and see if the flight schedule
and your name atre correct.

€. When checking in at the AC business class counter at YUL on
December 27, which is the starting point of an international flight,
please tell the clerk to check in your luggage all the way to the final
destination, Taipei, so that you don’t have to collect them in LAX and
recheck them. When returning to Canada, even though your bags will
be checked all the way through YUL, you stiil need to pull out your
checked-in luggage and clear with customs and immigration in
Vancouver.

d. Please put a name tag on each piece of your luggage, and write down
the hotel’s name, address and telephone number (hotel info is
provided below). It will be easier for you to pick up at Taiwan’s
Taoyuan International Airport and convenient for hotel beliboys to
identify and deliver them to your room.

e. After arriving at the Tom Bradley International Terminal in LA airport,
you could check in at China Airlines’ business class counter for the CI
005 flight to Taipei. Then proceed to China Airlines’ VIP lounge and
take some rest before boarding. In the lounge, remember to check
with the staff of China Airlines whether your checked-in bags are
already on board.

f. Please remember to keep your boarding passes for all domestic and
infernational flights and return them to TECRO. We need to have
those passes for accounting purpose and truly appreciate your
cooperation.

01-000431

12-8236_0105



2. Dress: | . _

a. You are requested to dress business attire for most of the meetings
during the trip. It is suggested to pack up at least one business
suit/dress.

b. Except for formal occasions, business casual is fine.

c. It is suggested that you prepare a pair of comfortable walking shoes
for the evening activities and the out-of-town tour,

d. You may bring your swimming suit since the hotel has the facility.

e. You will need a lot of name cards for meetings in Taiwan. It's also a
custom to exchange business cards while you meet new friends in
Taiwan.

B. General information about Taiwan

1. Weather:

In December, the temperature is around 58°F~68°F in Taipei (north), and
slightly hotter in Kaohsiung (south).

2. Shopping, eating, and tipping:

a. Major American credit cards are accepted in almost every store in
Taiwan. However, you may still need to bring some cash to exchange
for the local currency for shopping. 800 U.S. dollars or less should be
enough. ‘

b. The unit of Taiwan’s currency is the New Taiwan Dollar (NTS). The
exchange rate now is about US$1=NT$30. U.S. dollars may be
exchanged at the hotel with your passport. You can also withdraw
Taiwan’s currency from local ATMs with your credit cards while some
transaction fee will be charged.

3. Will your blackberries, cell phones and emails still work in Taiwan? It
depends on the service provider and your package. You are advised to
check with your service provider about their overseas service.

4. Electricity: It’s the same in the U.S. 110V.

5. Churches: Only some churches provide English services on Sundays.

6. Time difference:

All parts of Taiwan are in one time zone, which is 13 hours ahead of

Eastern Time in the US.

6. Language:
The official language in the Republic of China (Taiwan) is Mandarin

- 01-000432
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Chinese. In addition, there are two dialects widely used in Taiwan,
namely Taiwanese (or Fukienese) and Hakka. The following are some
useful expressions in Mandarin Chinese,

English Mandarin

Thank you! Sie (as in “sierra”™) Sie!

How are you? Ni (as in “nither”) How (same as “how”) Ma {(asin
model”)?

Excuse me. Twei (as in “twain”) Bu (as in “pool™) Chi {as in
“cheese™).

How much is it? Tuo Shao (as in “shout) Chien?
Good morning.  Tsao (or Zao) An
Good bye! Tsai (or Zai) Jien

C. Accommodation, transportation, and Meals
1. Your host will cover the expenses for hotel, transportation, and meals
during your trip in Taiwan_except the following:

a. The transportation fee of your personal activities.

b. Alcoholic beverage and drinks.

c. International phone calls (The hotel will charge a very expensive rate as
service fee even if you make international calls from your room
telephone with pre-paid cards. It is thus suggested that you make such
phone calls with pay phone downstairs in hotel lobby).

d. telegrams,

e. facsimile,

f. internet,

g. pay per view movies,

h. personal services such as massage, sauna and hairdo,

i. group activities (except dinners) in the leisure hours, etc.

2. The sponsor will cover reasonable laundry fee for you during the trip.

{e.g.. one suit during the whole trip. one shirt or other necessary items

each day; other than that, you may have to pay for vourself).

3. Tips:

a. The gratuity of dining or other services in Taiwan is automatically
included in the bills.

b. However, it’s also customary for you to tip housekeeping, room service,

3 or other services you get from the hotel, and you are responsible for
| taking care of it. For example, if you put tips on the bill for room service,
5 ~ the hotel will ask you to pay the tips when you check out.

c. It is suggested that the group as a whole tip the bus drivers (including
out of town vigits) when they have completed their services in a
satisfactory manner.

4. The hotel reserved for the group in Taipei is The Regent Taipei (one of
the best five-star hotels in Taipei)
w Tel: 011-886-2-2523 M (if dialed from U.S.)

01-000433
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Fax: 011-886-2-2523-2828 (if dialed from U.S.)
Address: 41 Chung Shan North Road, Section 2, Taipei Taiwan, ROC
Website: http://www.grandformosa.com.tw/EN/
5. Emergency Contact
Please also provide me your emergency contact information at least
including the contact person’s name and phone number.
Just in case anything happens during the last minute which prevents you
~ from taking the trip, please-let me know ASAP by calling the numbers

below or email me at tecro.us

Li-Chih Cheng (Cell) NG
(Office) (202) 8951

5. TECRO contact during the trip: If your family or colleagues need to
contact you but can not reach you, they can contact Mr. Frank Lee to get

help. Tel: (0) 202-895 HEC) I B 2 0 s

Enjoy the trip!

01-000434
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Pagc 1 of 2

From: I Jf@staft pccu.edu.tw>

Sent: Saturday, June 30, 2012 3:55 AM

To: Gast, Scott <Scott.Gast@mail house.gov>
Subject: Re: Request for Information

Attach: for Omar Ashmawy.doc

Mr. Omar Ashmawy

Staff Director and Chief Counsel
Office of Congressional Ethics
House of Representatives

Dear. Mr. Ashmawy,

Thank you for your letter dated June 7, 2012 requesting for information about the participation of
Chinese Culture University in Representative Bill Owens’ visit to Taiwan in December last year.

Chinese Culture University, a private university founded in 1962 here in Taipei, has focused on the
education programs with the combination of the essence of Chinese tradition like literature, history, and
philosophy and the merits of modern western civilization such as science and democracy. We have also
dedicated to the international exchange to broaden the vision of our faculty and students and promote the
bilateral exchanges with other countries. A certain amount of our university budget is set aside as a fund
to be used to sponsor foreign friends to visit Taiwan annually.

The United States is one of the major receiving countries in the world for Taiwanese students, including
many students who graduated from our university. Also there have been strong ties between our two
countries. In this connection, we do regularly sponsor important leaders from the United States to visit
Taiwan such as Representative and Mrs. Owens’ trip last year, which we believe is in accordance with
U.S. House ethics rules related to private sponsorship.

In view of Mr. Owens’ important status as a member of U.S. Congress and the lack of staft of this
university stationed in the United States, the program for Representative Owens’ visit to Taiwan was
coordinated through the kind assistance of Taiwan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Taipei Economic
and Cultural Representative Office in the United States. We had a wonderful meeting with
Representative and Mrs. Owens at our university here. We are also glad to share with you that the whole
visit was quite successful.

Yours Best

Chiungli Kuo
Director of PR Office
Chinese Culture University

From: Gast, Scott
Sent: Friday, June 08, 2012 12:14 AM

To: [@staff.pccu.edu.tw ; I @staff.pccu.edu.tw

Subject: Request for Information

CCU_001
12-8236_0110



Pagc 2 of 2

CONFIDENTIAL

Attached please find a Request for Information from the Office of Congressional Ethics (“OCE”).
Please complete the attached Acknowledgement of Receipt and return it to the OCE by fax or email.
If you have any questions regarding the attached, please feel free to contact me.

Thank you,

Scott Gast, Investigative Counsel

Office of Congressional Ethics

U.S. House of Representatives

425 3rd Street SW, Suite 1110

Washington, DC 20024
(202) 226-

CCu_oo2
12-8236_0111



Mr. Omar Ashmawy

Staff Director and Chief Counsel
Office of Congressional Ethics
House of Representatives

Dear. Mr. Ashmawy,

Thank you for your letter dated June 7, 2012 requesting for information about the
participation of Chinese Culture University in Representative Bill Owens’ visit to
Taiwan in December last year.

Chinese Culture University, a private university founded in 1962 here in Taipei, has
focused on the education programs with the combination of the essence of Chinese
tradition like literature, history, and philosophy and the merits of modern western
civilization such as science and democracy. We have also dedicated to the
international exchange to broaden the vision of our faculty and students and promote
the bilateral exchanges with other countries. A certain amount of our university
budget is set aside as a fund to be used to sponsor foreign friends to visit Taiwan
annually.

The United States is one of the major receiving countries in the world for Taiwanese
students, including many students who graduated from our university. Also there have
been strong ties between our two countries. In this connection, we do regularly
sponsor important leaders from the United States to visit Taiwan such as
Representative and Mrs. Owens’ trip last year, which we believe is in accordance with

U.S. House ethics rules related to private sponsorship.

In view of Mr. Owens’ important status as a member of U.S. Congress and the lack of
staff of this university stationed in the United States, the program for Representative
Owens’ visit to Taiwan was coordinated through the kind assistance of Taiwan’s
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office
in the United States. We had a wonderful meeting with Representative and Mrs.
Owens at our university here. We are also glad to share with you that the whole visit
was quite successful.

Yours Best

Chiungli Kuo, Director of PR Office, Chinese Culture University

CCU_003
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From: 38R <Y @staff pccu.edu.tw>

Sent: Monday, July 2, 2012 10:26 PM

To: Gast, Scott <Scott.Gast@mail house.gov>
Subject: Re: Request for Information

Pagc 1 of 3

Dear Scott Gast:

The letter | sent on June 30 is the only response | am giving regarding your contact.
| will not provide anything else nor reply your mail again.

Yours Best

Chiungli Kuo

From: Gast, Scott

Sent: Monday, July 02, 2012 11:09 PM
To: S35

Subject: RE: Request for Information

Thank you for your response to the Request for Information sent to the University on June 7, 2012. As you
know, the OCE has requested that you provide us with all files, records, notes, or other documents in your
possession relating to Representative Bill Owens’ trip to Taiwan in December 2011-January 2012. Please let me

know your time frame for providing us with the requested documents.
Thank you again for your assistance.

Scott Gast, Investigative Counsel
Office of Congressional Ethics
U.S. House of Representatives
425 3rd Street SW, Suite 1110
Washington, DC 20024

(202) 226

From: 388! [ | Cstaf.pccu.edu.tw]
Sent: Saturday, June 30, 2012 3:55 AM

To: Gast, Scott

Subject: Re: Request for Information

Mr. Omar Ashmawy

Staff Director and Chief Counsel
Office of Congressional Ethics
House of Representatives

Dear. Mr. Ashmawy,

CCU_004
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Thank you for your letter dated June 7, 2012 requesting for information about the participation of
Chinese Culture University in Representative Bill Owens’ visit to Taiwan in December last year.

Chinese Culture University, a private university founded in 1962 here in Taipei, has focused on the
education programs with the combination of the essence of Chinese tradition like literature, history, and
philosophy and the merits of modern western civilization such as science and democracy. We have also
dedicated to the international exchange to broaden the vision of our faculty and students and promote the
bilateral exchanges with other countries. A certain amount of our university budget is set aside as a fund
to be used to sponsor foreign friends to visit Taiwan annually.

The United States is one of the major receiving countries in the world for Taiwanese students, including
many students who graduated from our university. Also there have been strong ties between our two
countries. In this connection, we do regularly sponsor important leaders from the United States to visit
Taiwan such as Representative and Mrs. Owens’ trip last year, which we believe is in accordance with
U.S. House ethics rules related to private sponsorship.

In view of Mr. Owens’ important status as a member of U.S. Congress and the lack of staff of this
university stationed in the United States, the program for Representative Owens’ visit to Taiwan was
coordinated through the kind assistance of Taiwan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Taipei Economic
and Cultural Representative Office in the United States. We had a wonderful meeting with
Representative and Mrs. Owens at our university here. We are also glad to share with you that the whole
visit was quite successful.

Yours Best
Chiungli Kuo

Director of PR Office
Chinese Culture University

From: Gast, Scott

Sent: Friday, June 08, 2012 12:14 AM
To: [lostaff.occu.edu.tw ; J©staff.occu.edu.tw
Subject: Request for Information

CONFIDENTIAL

Attached please find a Request for Information from the Office of Congressional Ethics (“OCE”).
Please complete the attached Acknowledgement of Receipt and return it to the OCE by fax or email.
If you have any questions regarding the attached, please feel free to contact me.

Thank you,

Scott Gast, Investigative Counsel

Office of Congressional Ethics

U.S. House of Representatives

425 3rd Street SW, Suite 1110
Washington, DC 20024

CCU_005
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William L. Owens

) Plattsbureh, New York 12901

May 21,2012

Mr. Wannyih Wu

President

Chinese Culture University

55, Hwa Kang Road

Yangmingshan Taipei, Taiwan, 11114, R.Q.C.

Dear President Wu:

I want to thank you for the opportunity to visit Taiwan and the Chinese Culture
University at the end of last year, Whether in meetings with local industry, government
tninistries, major ports or the Chamber of Commerce, the trip provided an opportunity to
further my understanding of the economic development opportunities that rely on the
continued cooperation between our two nations.

[ understand from the Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office that my costs
incurred for this trip were $22,132.20. As you may be aware, certain questions have
arisen about the trip and, out of en abundance of caution, ! have decided to repay the cost
of the trip. Please understand that we are very grateful for your hospitality, and this is not
a negative reflection upon your institution. Please see that the funding is returned, and
feel free to reach me with any questions,

Sincer M

ill Owens
Member of Congress_ )

R R

WILLIAM L. OWENS Y gy . 2862

" DI\?‘E :
PLATTSBURGH, NY 129‘01
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of Plattsburgh 369
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Katz, Bradley

Subject: Phone call with D'amato re: Taiwan
Location: Bill will call (917) 6892-5453

Start: Thu 10/6/2011 10:30 AM

End: Thu 10/6/2011 11:00 AM
Recurrence: {none)

Organizer: QOwens, William

01-000879
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Boughtin, Jon

From: I g mail.com

Sent: Thursday, November 03, 2011 6:34 PM
To: Boughtin, Jon

Subject: Re: Taiwan

Ok

Sent from my Verizon Wireless BlackBerry

¥rom: "Boughtin, Jon" <Jon.Boughtin@mail house.gov>
Date: Thu, 3 Nov 2011 18:33:23 -0400

To: I cmail.com' <2 cmail.com™>; Katz, Bradley<Bradlev.Katz@mail.house.gov>

Subject: Taiwan

[Yamato’s guys report that anytime Bill Qwens is ready for Taiwan, Taiwan is ready for Bill Owens, so the week between
Christmas and New Year's works as well.

Jon Boughtin
Senior Legislative Assistant
Office of Rep. Bill Owens

01-000517
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DECLARATION OF CHRISTOPHER D’AMATO

Christopher D’ Amato, under penalty of petjury, hereby states as foliows:

1 I am employed by Park Strategiés, LLC as the Executive Vice President and Managing
Director. I also serve as the chief compliance officer to Park Strategies, LLC.

2. The facts set forth in this declaration are based on my personal knowledge of the events
surrounding the December 27, 2011 through January 1, 2012 trip by Representative Bill Owens to
Taiwan.

3. When Park Strategies, LLC began discussions with Representative Owens concerning a
trip to Taiwan, it was our understanding that he would be travelling unaccompanied by his family.

4. After learning, on November 21, 2011, that Represeniative Owens was going fo bring his
wife on the trip to Taiwan, Park Strategies, LLC had no further involvement in creating or setting the
itinerary prepared by the Chinese Culture University.

5. Park Strategieé, LLC had no input on the itinerary for Representative Owens’s trip that

was created by the Chinese Culture University.

6. Park Strategies, LLC does not now, nor has it ever representod the Chinese Culture
University.
7. Park Strategies, L.LC was not aware that the Chinese Culture University was the private

sponsor of Representative Owens’ Taiwan trip until it was contacted by Mr. Elliott of ProPublica.

1 declare under penalty of petjury under the laws of New York and the United States of America that the

foregoing is true and correct.

é % g /a:fﬂ/i

istophe Date! /
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Boughtin, Jon

From: Boughtin, Jon

Sent: Friday, December 09, 2011 5:37 PM
To: *@maii.house.gw‘

L Katz, Bradley

Subject: Re: Taiwan

- Hm. Alright, I'm supposed 1o talk to sean king'monday and we might'beable to find-a way-toget invited; but damato's -
guys ohviously can't ask. We'll see if we can get creative but if not, 1 don't think there's any harm in us asking, either. Our
hosts are going to find out either way.

From: Owens, William

Sent: Friday, December 08, 2011 05:27 PM
To: Boughtin, Jon

Subject: Re; Taiwan

Damto asked me too

Have oPposition person ask for it

From: Boughtin, Jon

Sent: Friday, December 09, 2011 04:48 PM
To: Owens, William

Subject: Taiwan

Had a miscommunication with Brad and | thought youv'd already sighed off on this. Are you ok sitting down with the
opposition party in Taiwan while you're there, and do you have an opinion on whether or not we share that information
with our hosts? I've got calls into the state department’s Taiwan desk but we haven’t made the ask yet. Lemme know
when you can.

Jon Boughtin
Senior Legislative Assistant
Office of Rep. Bill Owens

1 01-000326
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Valerle Levin

U niinkiiiet
From: Sean King
Sent: Tuesday, December 20, 2011 10:50 AM
To: , Boughtin, Jon
Co: John Zagame
Subject: - IMinerary

This material is distributed by Park Strategies, LLC on behalf of the Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office in
the United States. Additionat information is availabie at the Department of Justice, Washington, D.C.

Jon,

Assuming he won't be trapped in D.C. next week because of votes, can you please share with us a copy of Congressman
Owens's Taiwan itinerary? We'd like to explore possibilities of introducing him to Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing
Corporation {TSMC) Senior Vice President and General Counse) Dr. Richard Thurston while he's there. Please see Dr.
Thurston's bio and 2001 hiring announcement below. _ '
And by copy of this e-mail, I'm requesting that my colleague, John Zagame, send you the very latest on TSMC and the
Marcy site,

As you know, Park Strategies, LLC, Senator Y Amato and | are registered with the U.S. Department of Justice, ﬁnder the
Foreign Agents Registration Act, as agents on behalf of our client, the Taipei Economic and Cuitural Representative
Office (TECRO) in the United 5tates. ‘

Thanks, John. |

Merrv Christmas,
Sean King

Dr. Richard Thurston
Senior Vice President and General Counsel

: www.tsmc.cbm tsmcdotcom PRLisfin NewsArchivesAction.d

oYaction=detail&newsid=1058&language=E

Education:

1.D. Rutgers School of Law, State University of New Jersey, USA Ph. D., History, University of Virginia, USA

Experience: ,

Vice President and Genera! Counsel, TSMC Partner, Haynes Boone, LLP Vice President Corporate Staff, Assistant General
Counsel, Texas Instruments Incorporated Dr. Richard Thurston is Senior Vice President and General Counsel of TSMC and
is responsible for legal and intellectual property management. Dr. Thurston is famous for his global experience in
commercial, technology and international law. :

Prior to joining TSMC, Dr. Thurston was a Partner at Kelt Capital Partners, LP, and a member of Haynes and Boone. His
practice covered general corporate matters, technology-related transactions, mergers and acquisitions, joint ventures
and divestitures, venture capital investments, foreign trade and investment, and the global protection of intellectual

property rights.

Before Dr. Thurston joined Haynes and Boone, he served as the Regional Counsel, Asia Pacific and Vice President,
Corporate Staff, and Assistant General Counsel for 12 years at Texas Instruments, where he was responsible for legal and
ME&A activities throughout the Asia Pacific region. '

Park Strategies 0021
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Dr. Thurston graduated Cum Laude with a 8.A. degree in History from Alma College, and an M.A. degree and a Ph.D.

degree in East Asian Studies from University of Virginia. He received aJ.D. degree from Rutgers School of Law. Dr.

Thurston also studied R.O.C. Law at Soochow University
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